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Tothe truly Honorable the Lady 
Lane, the Younger. 


our favourable, and Chriſtian reſpects to 
me (both of former and latter date) your 
Godly, and Chriſtian Letters to me, ſo 
| many thouſand miles aiſtant in America: 
And your many gracious Demonſtrations 

of an humble and Chriſtian Spirit breath- 
ing in you; are a threefold Cord which have drawn theſe 
lines into your preſence. 

While Thave ſometimes muſed how to expreſs a Chriſti- 
an gratitude, Ia at yn perſwaded to crave your Lady - 
ſhips acceptance of t 5 poore Experiments of each 
true Chriſtians perſonall union, and communion with 
the Father of Spirits. 

It is true, I have been ſometimes preſt to engage in con · 
troverſies, but I cum really and uprightly 19, my Witnes 
is on high, hom harſh and doleful the touch of thoſe ſtriogs 
are, eſpecially , againſt ſuch Worthies both in old and 
nem · England, n whom t joy fully before the world ach nom- 
ledge (in many heavenly reſpects) à lively character and 
Image of th: Son of God. | his broken piece, is a breath of 
« ſtil] and gentle voice, none but the God of this world, 
and the men of this world, can I lightly ( at this turne ) 
expect my oppoſites. 

At other times I have been drawne to conſider of the lit- 
tle flock of Jeſus, his Army, his body, his — 

A 2 tht 


The EPISTLE 
that for theſe many hundred years have been ſcattered, 
routed and laid waſt and deſolate : At preſent, I onely 
examine who are the perſonall and particular Sheep » 
— Chriſt, his Souldiers, his living materials, thoug 
cattered, divided, and not compos'd and ordred at their 
ſouls deſire. 

I conſe? (Madam) if was but 4 private and ſudden 
diſcourſe , ſent in private to my uw Companion ard 
Yoak-fellow, occaſioned by a ſudden ſickneſs threatning 
death, into which „ and from which it pleaſed the Lord 
moſt graciouſly to caſt and raiſe her. 

The forme and (tile I know will ſeem to this refined 
age, too rude and barbarous : And the truth 4s , the moſt 
of it was penn d and writ (ſo as ſeldom or never ſuch diſ- 
courſes were in the thickeſt of the naked Indians of Ame- 
rica, in their very wild houſes, and by their barbarous 
fires; when the Lord was pleaſed this laſt year ( more then 
ordinarily) to diſpoſe of my abode and travell amongſt 
them. And yet, is the Language plaine ? it is the liker 
'Chriſts : I the compoſure rude £ ſuch was his outward 
Beauty Are the tryals ( ſeemingh) too cloſe 7 ſuch is the 
two edged Sword of his moſt holy Spirit, which pierceth 
between the very Soul and Spirit, and bringeth every 
thought into the obedience of Chriſt Jeſus. 

Amongſt the many Crowns of mercy{Madam) which 
it hath pleaſed the Father of mercies to crowne your ſoul 
with, as David ſpeaks of his Pſal. 103. there are two 
. which juſtly challenge(and 2 Ladiſhip Iknow deth hum 
bly acknowledge them) to be the faireſt. 

The firſt, That he himſelfe moſt high, moſt holy, (who 
makes his common choice, the poor, Jam. 2. and ay 
eth few Lords, few Knights, few Ladies, (few wile, 
few noble, ſew —_ ) hath freely choſen you Madam, 
in ſo gracious and ſed 4 meaſure , to deſire to feare 
bis Name, A ſecond 


DEDICATORIE. 

A ſecond, That for your deareſt Companion and 
Guide in this vale of tears (amongſt the famons Wor- 
thies of this age) he hath graciouſly guided you to ſuch 4 
bleſſed choice, of ſuch an Husband on earth, who beares 

ſo bright an bn of your Husband in the Heavens, and 
in whoſe moſt holy and gracious hand, he hath been ſuch 4 
mercifull and faithfull Inſtrument, for both the free- 
doms both of the outward and inner mar. 

I doe humbly acknowledge (that upon an abſolute account) 
all is mercy, and yet I am alſo humbly confident, that in a 
reſpect (as be graciouſly remembred his old friend Abra- 
ham, and tels us of a ſpeciall love he yet bears the Jewes 
for Abrahams ſake, even ſo, he hath graciouſly vouchſa- 

ed at this preſent an honorable remembrance to the 
NAMES of ſome of his more eminent former friends and 


witneſſes. 
How hath he crowned the memory of thoſe his 2 geal- 


ous Servants in K. Henry the 8th. his days with a moſt * Ccomwel 


eminent and bleſſed ſucceſſion of ſuch names and ſpirits and Lam- 
at this day? and in a gracious remembrance of his love to bert. 


that bleſſed daughter and witneſſe of his the Lady Vane © 


in 9. Maries dayes; how hath it pleaſed his wiſedom 
and goodneſit, to remember and to honour that Name, 
both in your Ladiſbip and ſo many otherways, with ſo ma- 
ny loving kindneſſes at this day? 

My humble cry(Madam) to the Lord ſhall never ceaſe, 
thoſe all thoſe your many obligations of both temporall 
and eternall mercies, may (like chaines of Adamant) 
draw and bind your precious Soul more and more to re- 
ſolve ( by his grace aſſiſting) to make his name great, who 
hath made your ſo and ſo to love his Name, his Son, his 
Spirit,his Truth, his Children, that others at the Torch 
of your exemplary meekneſſe and fear of God, may 
light and kindle theirs :, That your Souls-eye more and 

more 


The EPISTLE 


more brightly may ſee him who is inviſible, ad may ſo ex 
perimentally reſent thoſe inviſible and internal Honors, 
pleaſures and profits that are in him that in compariſon 
thereof the viſible and worldly, may be accounted by you 
but dreams of ſhadows,e5c. That your great defire may 
be a likeneſſe of ſo high and hol y, and (0 dear x Saviour, 
and (as in other excellencies ſo) in that eſpecially of a de- 
ſere of ſaving others, your Children, Kindred, Servants, 
Friends, yea, Enemies: that neither the plrafing calme 
of proſperity, nor the dread full ſtorms of changes, may 
quench or dampe that holy fire of your Souls love ( in Life 


and Death) to Him whom your Ladyſhip hath ſo much 
infinite Caſe to love, but never yet ſaw, in whom, and for 


ever 
I deſire to be 


Your HoNouks unfeinedly faithful. 


R. V. 


To every truly Chriſtian Reader. 


& It, is in the — it is in the Heawer- 
' Iy. Marriage of a poor Sinner to his Maker. 
There Mech firſt to paſſe a private Lud. 
ling of Love, and a private conſent and 
=- poſs (which ſometimes are long) be- 
fore the open ſoleranity, and the publike profeſſion of a 
Married life together. This is my preſent deſigue, 
not to controvert the matters of publike Order and 
Worſhip, but) to preſent ſome poor Experiments of 
thoſe Perſonall excellancies of each, true beleeving 
ſoule and ſpirit. = | 

The. Holy: Spjxit (in 1aiah ) tels us of Balances 
wherein, the moſt High. weighs the Hills and Moun- 
tains : As alſo. in Solomon, of Ballances whereinhee 
weighs the. very, Spprits, even of men whoſe way is 
right in their one eyes. And in Joby: (14. ) he com 
mands us * the Spirits, pretending to come from 
Chriſt Jeſus, whether, they be of God, ot no. 

There is not the groſſeſt Prote tant or Papiſt, but 
pretends to the Spirit of God; yea that horrid; Mon- 
ſter Mahomet, hluſht not to avouch that in the Forme 
of a Dove, the holy Spirit of Gad did whiſper in his 
eare from Heaven, Now bleſſed is that Spirit, publike 
or private, who is. truly willing and joyfull to lye 
downe in the Ballances of the Lords weighings. 

Hitherto tend theſe Experiments of perſonal Com- 


a munion 


Thy Maker is 
thy Hosband. 
14.3. 


Great preten- 
ces to the ho- 
ly Spirit of 
God, 


To counter- 
feit the- hol 


Spirit dread- 
ſull. 


1 - 


munion with God in the Spirit of 2 Rom. 1. 3. 
＋ 


'Tis true, all publike and private Chriſtian Spirits, 
pretend the <pirit of Holineſſe : yea, how great a part 
of the World pretend to be Chriſtendome, the Chriitian 
world, that is, anointed with the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſw? 
But was it Death in Moſes Rites to counterfeit that ce- 
remonialLand figurative Ointment, Exod. 30. what 
ſhall it be to counterfeit the Spirit of Life and Holinef 
it ſelf? What I beleeye therefore (as David and Paul 
once ſpake ) Ifreely ſpeak : Yea, who can but ſpeak 
( ſaith Peter and Job ) the Things they have ſcene 
and heard? I conteſſe I ſpake theſe firſt but in a pri- 
vate Letter in America, and thought not that the light 
in Europe ſhould have ſeen them: But a two-fold de- 


ſere hath prevailed with me to expoſe theſe Tryalls to 


the Trying ofall men. | 

1. Theearneſt deſire of ſome Godly Friends. 

2. Mine owne deſere of ſowing a little handfull of 
ſpirituall ſeed while the ſhort Minute of my ſeed-time 
(the opportunity of life) laſteth. 


The leaſt of My ſcope is to fill each ay Chriſtian ſoule with 
pea 


— 7 triumphing and rejoycing: 1 


ſos ought to 


ejoyce. 


peace and joy to the 
Weakeſt Lamb and Child ( in Chriſtianity ) that is fo 
low, ſo weake, ſo litle, ſo poor in its owne eyes, that it 
ſometimes ſaith, it hath no Chriſt, no Spirit, no Faith, 
no Love, no nor true Deere in it ſelfe. To this poore 
weake one I ſpeak peace and joy, and ſay, this ſpiritual 
poverty is bleſſed, and is the firſt ep or round of that 
ſpirituall Ladder, Mat. 5. Bleſſed are the poor in ſþi- 
rit, for theirs is the Kingdome of Heaven. 

Secondly, Tſound joyfull Alarums of Frcouragement 
to the iFrong to grow — Peter exhorteth) in the 
Grace and Xnomiedge of the Lord Jeſus. 


"Tis 


Tis true, the communion of Saints is ſweet and joy- Communion 
Full, ſtrong and powertull, eternally gaifu# and pro- ofSains moſt 
fitable; and holy and bleſſed is that Spirit that makes e mente 
the Saints — are the Excellent of the Earth) its after. 
Delight, and after that bleſſed hour of the Saints uni- 
ting in one Heart, one Spirit, one Worſhip, let all that 
love chriſt Jeſus mourne and lament, and breath and 
pant: And yet the weakeſt. and the fainteſt Lamb 
that comes but ſtealing in the Crowd to touch the 
hemb of the Lord Jeſus his garment, that is content 
to be eſteemed a Dog, and to wait for cram ij of mercy 
under the Table of the Son of God: let them I ſay re- 
joyce alſo, for he that hath begun that bleſſed work 
y his owne free and eternall Spirit. will by the ſame 
his owne holy Arme, gloriouſly finiſh it. 

I end ( Deare Chriitian ) with the propoſal of two 
Chriitian knots,or Riddles, not unſuitable to theſe pre- 
ſent Times and Spirits ? 

Firſt, Why is the Heart of a David himſelf (P/2.30.) Two Chriſti- 
more apt to decline from God, upon the Mountaine u Riddles, 
of Joy; Deliverance, ViGory, Proſperity, then in the dark — 
Vale of the ſhadow of Death, Perſecution, Sickneſſe, Ad- tits. 
verſety, &c. 

Secondly, Why is it, ſince God worketh freely in us 
to doe and to wil of his owne good pleaſure, that yet 
he is pleaſed to command us to work out our owne 
Salvation with Feare and Trembling? Let us all hum- 
bly beg the Finger (the Spirit) ofthe Lord to untie 
theſe Knots for us, 


I. defire to be thine unſeighned in 
Chi iſt Jeſus, 


R, W. 
The 


SSSASASSISSHS LAST) 
The contents ofthis Diſcuurſe. 


The Heads are three. 
 T\der the firſt are contained the Arguments of Spi- 
A rituall Life, herein the Weakeſt andthe Sick- 
eſt Child of God 2 * Spiricuall Life ap- 
rent, though over-cait and eclipled with ſpiritualt 
Weakneſſe and Diſtempers. 


Under the ſecond Head, Arguments of the and 
vigour of the Spirit of Lite and Holineſſe: In which 
the ſtrongeſt and theeldeſt in Chriſt, ay find Expe- 
riments of Spirituall Health, and. chriſtian. Activity 
aud 9971 e. | 

Theſe Experiments reſpedt. [ib 0149485 

I. The — private 6 (ar ANF with the Fond 
" himſelfe, : | 

2. Converſe and correſpondency with Men. 

3. Private Retiredneſles with ſelfe. 


Under the third Head are propoſed ſume Means wherein 
the Spirit of: God uſaally breatheth for the preſeyving 
and maintaining. of 'a truly. Spirituall and Chriſtian 
Health and Chearfullneſſe. „e 


The 


(1) 
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The Letter which the Author ſent 


with this Diſcourſe to his Wife M. N. upon 
her recovery from a dangerous ſickneſſe. 


— — — — — 
N — — —— —— —— — ——_—_—————— —— — — 


My Deareſ Love und Companion in this Vale of Tears. 


Hy late ſudden and dangerous Sickneſſe , and the 
Lords moſt gracious and ſpeedy raiſing thee up 
1 . 
from the gates and jawes of Death: as they 
| [EY] were wonderfull in thine own, and others eyes, 
pol hope, and earneſtly deſire, they may be 
euer in our thoughts, as a warning from Heaven 
to make ready for a ſudden cal/ro be gone from hence: to live 
the reſt of our ſhort uncertaine ſpan, more as ſtrangers, longing 
and breathing after angther Home and Country ; To caſt off our 
great cares and fears and deſires and joyes about this Candle of 
this vaiue life, that is ſo ſoon blowne out, and to truft in the 
living God, of whoſe wonderfull power and mercy thou haſt 
had ſo much and ſo late experience, which muſt make thee ſing 
with David (P ſal. 103. ) Bleſſe the Lord O my Soul, and all that is 
within me bleſſe bis bol) Name: Bleſſe the Lord, O thy Soul, ond for- 
get not all bis ts, who forgiveth all thy ſins, and bealeth thine in- 


firmities : who redeemeth thy life from deſtruclion, and crowneth thee 


with mercy and loving kindneſſe. 

My dear Love, ſince it pleaſeth the Lord ſo to diſpoſe of me, 
and of my affairs at preſent, that I cannot often ſee thee, I de- 
fire often to ſend to thee, I now ſend thee that which I know 
will be ſweeter to thee then the Heney and the Honey-combe , 
and ſtronger refreſhment then the ſtrongeſt wines or waters, and 
of more value then if every line and letter were thouſands of 
gold and ſilver. Hexekiab upon his recovery from his ſickneſſe, 
made a writing ( Tjai. 38.) as an everlaſting monument of his praiſe 
unto God, and as a Goad or ſpur to him elfe and others in the 
wayes of godlineſſe for the future. And 


The true uſe 
of ſickneſle. 


The outward 
and inner 
Man. 


What the m- 
ner · man is. 


Subject to 
many diſtem: 
pers. 


A threeſold 
perſon in 


8 (29 

Thy boly and bumble defires are ſtrong, but I know thy wri- 
ning is ſlow, and that thou wilt gladly accept of this my poore 
belpe, which with bumble thankefubnef. and praiſe to the Lord, 
I humbly tender to his holy ſervice, and thine in him. 

I ſend thee — in Vinter) an handfull of flowers made 
up in a little Poſey, for thy dear ſelfe, and our dear children, 
to look and ſmell on, when I as the graſſe of the field ſpali be gone, 
and withered. ; 

Wee know how it pleaſeth the ſprrit of God to diſtin- 
guiſn between the outwardand the inner man, 2 Cor. 4. Though 
our out ward man periſh; yet our inner is renewed day by day: 
It hath pleaſed the moſt higb to caſt downe thy outward man , 
and againe graciouſly to lift him up, and thereby to teach us 
both, to examine and try the bealth, and ſtrength, and welfare of 
the inner. 

I will not now enter upon the Diſputes about that queſti- 
on, what is the Tuner-man, whether Chriſt bimſelfe, as ſome ſay, 
oran Image or likeneſſe of Chrift Jeſus, as others ſay, That is a 
Candle or Torch to me, which is written Epbeſ. 3. That Chriſt 
may dwell in your Hearts by faith : unto which agrees that of 
the firſt of 7obn: As many as received him, that is received 
Chriſt Feſus into the houſe of their hearts to dwell there by be- 
leiving and obeying of him, they are borne of the Spirit, and 
are the Sons of God, 

This Inner man, this new-man ( which after God is created in 
bolineſſe and rigbteou ſueſſe) I ſay, this Inner- man hath his tempers 
and diſtempers, his bealth and ſickneſſe, as well as this outward-man 
this body of Clay, | | 

Hence we hear ſo often mentioned, the renewing of the in- 
ward-man, the growing and increaſing of Faith and Love, and o- 
ther breatbings of Gods Spirit; the loſſe (that is in a meaſure,) 
ofthe Epheſians firſt- love. Hence the many falls of the Lords 
beſt Servants, recorded in Scripture, and the ſleep of the Spouſe of 
Chriſt Jeſus, although her heart wake in the truth of marriage- 
love, which can never wholly dye in her and be extinguithed. 

The holy Scripture mentioneth a three. fold perſon in all that 
are borne againe, Firſt, the body of Fleſb and clay, this outward 
naturall being, which muſt be diſſolved and dye, then riſe a- 


Gods children. gaine to Glory. 


The 


_ eaſer of mine own and others Spirits, ** are not unto 


(30 

The ſecond is the body of corruption, or ald man,which being 
deadly wounded by the Son of Gad alreadie in all that are his, 
ſhall ſhortly give up the gboſt, and tot, and never riſe again. 

The third is this holy, heavenly inner man, of whoſe heahb 
and daily renewing | now diſcourſe, who is born of an immoc- 
= N and therefore can no more die then Chrift himſelf: 

N. - x . 

Now as this ard man deſires not onely life , and being, 
but alſo bealth and cheerfulneſ7 in all che living motions and off; + - 


ons thereof: So, (and much more ten thouſand fold) requires , ſpiritual 
the inward and Piritnal! man, an bealthfull and chrerfull temper. cheerful tem- 
For as the Lord loveth a cheorfull giver: So loves he alſo a cheer» per. 


fall Preacher, a chearfull bearer, a cheartull prayer, and a cheat - 
full f erer for his Name ſake: He loves that the ſhoes of preps- 
ration be on eur feet ready to run (all wes and weather; the 
paths of his Command rent: That like a veſſel our leaks be ſtopt, 
and our whole ſou! be ready in an holy trim, and 11 Seneſs, der 
all his holy employmentsof us in the greateſt rempeſts:chat like 
heavenly ſoldiers, our Arms be fixt, or like an Iaſtrument, the 

ings of our ictions and 2 be all in tune, co make heaven · 
iy muſick in the holy ears of our heavenly Lord and King. 

Tis true, as It is between a loving couple, ( and as it was in 
the Church at Epbeſim) it is not eaſi: to keep in the ficli flane 
of Love, freſb and equall, although the fire of the trutb and ice 


ritie of marriage love never die, or be extingniſhed. 


It is true that Paul cries out ( how much more may we) 0 Spiriruall di- 
wretched man that I am, bs ſball deliver me from this body of dexth? ſtempers. 


Tis true, that ſometimes . — 77 ſurprizz go 
carry away the e C ET jons of Chriſt Jeſus, as ſlaves an 
ſome, by giving repentance unto bis Ira, ac he did to D.vi 
— — tr 0 wry Lot, 22 He 2 recovered all 
hi jous captives ave: away-trom Ziklag. 

os —— from poſſiug the ſentence 95 death upon the 
leaſt of the little ones of e (rotwlcttanding their piritual 
weaknes, and feckneſſer) in whom the lealt Pk or breathing of 
the ſpirit of Life can be diſcerned. 

And I deſite to ſee and lament the firitusll fickneſſes, and diſ- 


death 


Liſtin&tion ; 


ſpirituall fick- 


neſs, and ſpiri- 


tral weakneſs. 


. (4) 
death, (as Chrift Jeſis ſpake of Lazarw) but for the glory of God, 


In the fall and riſin of his ſervants. | 
Yea a1 Paul diſtinguiſheth of Gods afl ing hand on his Saints 


— _ at Corinth, fo muſt I diſlinguiſh, between theſe three, death, ſick- 


nes and weakneſr: Every fiokycr of Gods Children is not a death, for 
the inner man cannot die, no more then Chriſt hiaſelf. Rom; 6. 

Again, every weaknes is not a ſicknes, for fume are mea: little 
eres in the knowledg and !ove of Chrift , while others ate gran 
to be ſtrong and aged in Chriſt Jes; Yea the ſtrongeſt and aldeft 
Seuldiers of Chriſt Jeſus. who have not thought their deareſt 
Heart blood to dear for ſuch a Lord and Maſter, have yet been 
troubled with ſome weaknes, and fits ot ſpirituall diflewpers; 
Weakner in their Eyes is not diſcerning aright the mind of 
Chriſi J-ſm, weakzerin their hands, and Feet, hindring their 
ſpiricua'l ebearfulnes, and activity in Chriſis wayes, which weak · 


neſſes yet have not brought them to a down right haltiog in 


Chriflianity. 
I propnſe therefore (wich the aſliitance of Gd; holy firir)to 


cx mine theſe three particulars. 


TheHeads of Firſt, what a ehe Argaments of chat meaſure of firiruall life 
this Diſcourſe in Chr-ſt, which yet may fand wich great Pirituall weakneſſes, 


and diſeaſes. 

%. Wha is that meaſu e of the grace of Chriſt Je, Which 
may be called the healib, and chearfull temper, and diſpoſition of 
the inner man. 2 

3dly What are thoſe ſpiricuall preſervatives, which may 
keep the Soxt in an healchfull temper, free from ſpirituall ficks 
nefſes ard d. ſtemperi. 

In chele r e Firſt not to op- 
preſſe thy ibngbis and memory, with N ſcomrſe,i 
only to ſend thee after thy ficknes, a little poſey fir and ea 
for thy meditation, and ref:ſbmng. 

21y. All my Flowers ſhall be ſome choice example, or feech of 


fome ſon or daughter of Gu, pickt out from the Gardes of the ho 
ly de iure ſor our ſpiritual] r1freſbing and conſolation. . 

I begin therefore wich ſuch triall. and arguments as declare, 
the true life » he inner man,notwithſtandiog ſpirituall Sea 
nes, ficknes, and diſtemper s. 

25 chen when the Spirit of the Lordin 1 Job, a. deſeribeth 

the 


the ſeverall Ages and gromhrof this iaward men (to wit a 31d, 
a ſtrong man, and an el man) ĩt pleaſath him wb defctibe th 
oung or litele one by this difference, that [| He knows the The weskel 
uber] to wit that he knows the Lord ſo, as to look upon him of Gods chil- 
(in his meaſure) as to a Faber, that hefear3 him, loves him, G04 ON 
obeys him, and calls upon him as on Fab: according to Father. 
that of Gol: 4. Becauſe you are (ons, he hath ſent forth the ſpi · 
rit of his Son cryivg in your Hearts Aba F ather: Faber pardon 
me, Father help me, F zther give me, &c. 1 5 

But may not the Hypocrites call upon God, (and fomerime Obj. 
more bold y then Gods lirthe ones,) Lord Lord, Almighty and moſt 
mercifull Father, &c. , 

I anſwer , an Hypocrite hath many Lordi, and many Fathers, 4, 
befides, and joyned with their (prerended) heavenly Farber. 
Wherea: G. de little ones cry out, (Ia 63.) Doubtles thou art our 
Father, though Alrab m be ignorant of ur a3 if they had ſaid: 

Thou = our oniy Faber, . all Fathers, &c. 

2ly. The Hypicrite ſa ies Lord, Lord, but cates for no more of 

the wil of the 33 may ſerve his own turne: But a child — 
of God declates his child like fubz: un, to an heavenly Fathers upon a Father 
will in all things, according to the difference propoſed by the 
Loyd Jeſws, ( Mat: 7.) Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, 
Lord but he that doch the wil of my Father which is in Heaven: 
The difference lies not in the words, but in the Heart, in the ap- 
right ſabmi ſi n of a c<#dof Gud, to all that he believes to be 
the wilt and pleaſure of his heavenly Father. 

For a ſecond tria/itherefore: Where ſpirituaſ life is (notwith- , Argum: 
farding weakyes or diſtempers) there is always a protelied vil Gods children 
lingzeſſe to get more and more dg of this heavenly Father, long for more 
of his name, of his r, of his word, of his Chriſt, of his Spirit, — * 
his Sin. and Ordtrances. | God. 

Hence Belieter in Jeſis, both Men and Women, are called 
Difciplery or Scholars of Chriſt Jeſus, proteſſing continually to 
learn more ind more of this'henveny teh. Hnce his Diſcs» 
plu or Scholars pet iron to Ehrift Fj, Lord teac us to pra y- 

Lord incteaſe cur Fat &c. 

Hence they atx him many Qweſtions, and ave by little and 
lirtle inſtru cted, though for a while they were ignoram oi the 
myſtery of his Dearb, and RefaryeBGien: 4 | * 

2 c 


— 


| (6) 
0:3. But may notan ite deſire to know more and more of 
God, of Chriſt, &c. 4 
Anſ. I anſwer, although an Hypocrite out of an itching deſire, of 
of novelty, and out of ſe/f love, tomakeuſeof ſo much 


K 

. of Gedz and of (viſt, as may ſerve his on endi, may deſire, and 
EY oo — reach much of God and Chrift, — 

he pick and chooſc as Sau did, while David and all Gods chil- 

dren uptightly deſire to have reſpect to all che Commandements 

"= 2 — butthe tack of a love 4. on 

a 2 e obedience tes is but the tack of a or 
2, Hal when the obedience of a child of God, is that af 2 
dutifull child to his Fathergor an endeared Wife to her Harband, 

not cauſed by terroxr ot wages, but hearty Reverence and Af. 


Arg. 3. Hence follows a third triall of ſpiriiuall life, (though accom + 
— — panied with much weakres,) to wit a vehement hunger and 
; thick after louging after the Ordinance of the word preached: Hence that ſimi- 
Gods Word. litude by Peter. Ax New born Babes defice the ſincere milk of the 

word, that you may grow thereby, 1, Per: 2. 


” Obj. But way not Hypecrits and counterfeits, both affectionately 
hear and preach, & i» 
Auſ. I anſwer, no queſtion, but falſe wsrſbippers , and falſe Chriſti- 


ant may caſily ſatisfie themſelves, and ſtop the mouths of their 

ron in conſeier rei, ich any formal performance of a Sermon by an boure- 

Way glaſſe, or other traditions, or cuſtomes ot Fathers , or the times, 

But a child of Goddefires to be as well carefull ( according to 

hizight, for e true Mothers Breaſt, (a true Miniſtrie) as for 

a Womans Milk, the opening of the word by any in any way, 

| ec. And therefore cries the Spe e to Chriſt Feſw: Oh thou 

bunt . whom myſout loveth, ſhew me where thou feedeſt, for why 

ſhould I be as one that turns afide to the flocks of thy compe» 

ions. 

2ly. A true child of God (though weak) looks chiefly at Ged, 

and Ch iſt. himſelf in the Afiniftry, and difftenſation of the word, 

and therefore ſaith (Can: 1.) Let Him kiſſe me with the kiſſes 
of his moxth, for his love is better then wine. 

3. While the Hypocritesfind their natural delightin the word, 

ater as in , While yet they obey not: The child of God comes 

word, to the lreaſi/ of the Charch, as a child hangs upon the Mothers 


% 


(7) 

Breaſt, not only for the delight of ſucking, but out of a vehement 

painfull longing, to have its ſoxl (atiztied and its ſtrength of 

pirimall life and grace increaſed in the ways of Gd: according 
to that in 1. Per: 2. | That you may grow thereby. ] 

A 4th. Argument of the liſ of the inner mum (though in mach 


weaknes,or ſickner,is a true and uofained d ſice, to do that which True deſre in 
it finds it eannot do, but falls ſho-t in doing or ſuffering the — Gods peo- 


will of God: So Nebemiab pleads with God, from the wprightnes P 
of their hearts, that they defired to fear his Name, when a 
ſoul can ſay uprightly in Gods. preſence, I defire, that is, 
unfainedly 8 know his will, although I am much 
ignorant, I defire to believe, t hough I find an unbeleeving bears, I 
Ke co be willing and able to ſuffer, though I find much fear» 
fulneſſe, &e. 
Ob. May not an Hypoerite deſire to know and love Gd, Nc. 
Ianſwer, an Hypocrite may deſire to know ſo much ot God, 


and to ha ve ſo much of his grace, and ſo much of his power a» true and falſe 
gainſt ſome fins, as may ſerve to ſave his ſox/, when he ſees” he defire. 
cannot be ſaved without it: But a child of God, on'y can defire God muſt be 
God for bimſelf, and deſire to be like unto G. d in his holy Nu. choſen for 
ture, and tohave every theugbi brought under the obedience of himſell. 


Chriſt Jeſus. 
ence though an Hypecrite may weep as Eſa and Saul, and 


others have done, yet a ttue child of God can only in truth cry 
out, wich the Futher, ofthe poſſe fled child in an humble ſence 
of his own — and Hirituaii poverty, Lord I believe,help thou 
my «nbelief, that is, help me againſt my unbeliefi aga iaſt my paſ* 
ſions, againſt my wncleaneſſe, againſt my pride, againſt wy cove» 
towſnes, c. 


A 5th: triall of a true life (though iu we ahne or ficknes) is a Gods children 
conſtant reſiſting and fiebring againſt all known ſin, as ſin. He. cannot live in 


that is born of G. 4, (i. Fobn 5. keepeth himſef that the evil one 
toucheth him not, anles he be ſuddenly ſarpriſed, or violently 
fereed, by mighty tempt ation, or ceuſoned and ateeived by the de ing. 
ir ſulneſſe of fin, he can no more willingly touch it, then fire ur 
priſon, or the Devill himſelf. 
Hence is there a continuall war between the feſband the pi · 
rit, Gal: 5. The law of the mind, wars againſt the lam of the 


memberr, The Nen · man againſt the od, &c. For inſtance, al- 
though 


without ſtrug-- 


.” as — 
” 


[ ; (8) 
though good Jacob was overcome by his Mothers powerfull 
perſw.4fion, yet (uſpeRing a fin, he ficll ſtrugled againit it, my 
- _ ſaich he, will feel me, and I ſhall bring a carſe inſtead of a 
1g. ; 
Oi. may not an Hypoerite reſiſt «tion, and againſt 
No h rite fin? I Hu" No, not gala fin, ar fan but as — agalnd 
can fight a- and hurtfull coſox/, to body, to purſe, to credit. So Balaam (Icon · 
— ſin s ce ive in earneſi jrefuſed Balacks mony, and would not ſia for an 
f houſe full of gold and filver, hen ad yet he loved that fin of 
curling Gods people, and the wages ol its | 
ly. An Hypoerite cannot refitt the ſin uf Hypocrifie, and other 
darling fin; but a child of God wich David(Pſal: 139.) begs of 
Gd io (earch him, that is to help him-againit Hypoerifie ic (elf, 
and every falſe way, and to lead h im in the way everlaſting... - 
| Sixtly,z child of God though overwhelmed with many week - 
4 true childo weſſes or temprations.yet he cannot pallibly be brought co am ill 
of tender opinion ot thought of God, but is always teady to take his pare, 
" to freak well of hi n, and endures not, with a quiet mind, to 
. hear his name diſhonoured: He ice Fob in his great paſſins and 
ewrſergs, could not be brought (no not by his wiſe} to ipea ill 
of God; but although he compl zined much of bis own fiction, 
and ſiood to his aprightnes, agaiolt the charge of Hypeerifiey, yet 
ſtul he magnifieschename of his Godin all his diſcourſes, and 
profefſcrh to cruſt in him, alcbough bis G d ſbould kill bim. 
Hence Samſon, though carried away ſu ſt by a Pbiliſſian wiſe, 
and then by 4 Philiſtien bore; yencan he not be car led away 
ſo from the God of Iſrael, but that ſtill he acknowle his 
Inſtances of bigh and boly band in his victorie: and deliverancer, and accor- 
— dingly poures forth his ſ ul to him for grace and aſſiſlanse. And 
" hence good Jebvſapbar. though very itrongly cateled away 
with the flattè · ie ot the idolatrow King of Iſrael, yet ha endures 
not to hear the name of his God ſmittad through the fides of 
his ſervant the Prophet ¶Aicai ab, but plainly (though weakly) 
takes pare with his God and his Prophet, againſt the King of 
Iheel; and all his Prieftirand Courtiere, ſay ing, Letnot the King 
05 May not Balaem and: other bypocriter pretend the mane 
of Gd and Chrift, bepreachers of him, c ill out deuilr, and in 
Chriſt; name do many wonderfultchings! 


(9) 

I anſwer : Hypecrizes uſe the name of God one'y as Tehu did, 
for a ſtirrm to get up into the ſad/e of their own N. ner and He- 
vu, or as a commodity ca get ſamething by lt, ac an bire/ing (of 
whom the Lad Jeſus ip*aks John 10.) that ſerves God for wa- 
ges, and while he cries, let the Lerd be glorified , (I/. 66.) he 
per ſcutes his ſervants, but a child of God cannoi be brought 
except by ſurpriſall for a time to prefer his name befare Gads, 
but upon cool thoughts, is ſetĩouſly willing to be crodden in the 
duſt, and to be cait aut, that the name of Gad alone may be ex- 
alted, and glocifi:d, as David after the cauſing of che name of 
God to be b aſphemed. 


A 9th. Argument of the true life of grace, (though in much A true childe 


weaknes of ſickner, ) I ubſerve to b- an humble acknowle dgment handed us 
A- 
This admirably appears in old Ely, who though he were ther. . ; 


of, anda ſu":minting unto the correFing and aſfid. ag hand of 
God. in fickneſſes, croſſes, loſer, &c. 


a bad Father to his own ſons, in ſuffering them r 
(though not wnreproved) in their autragious traxſereſſions; Yet 
was he at the ſame time a good ſon to God), his heavenly Fa. 
tber, in giving that hea veniy and ſubmiſſive anſoer to that fear - 
full th. eatuing ſent from the Lord by Sammel agalnſi him, ſay- 
ing, It is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. 

Obe But did not Pharaoh acknowledg, and the Pbi/iſlives ac - 
knowledg Gods hand in (micing them, did not Abab humble 
himſelf, Pharaob ſues unto Grd by Moſes, the Philiſtin/ ſend a 
treſpaflc ffering. and Abab humbles himſelf by fafting, ec. 

I anſwer,a Saul, a Pharaob, &c. if it were in their choice, would 
not ſubmic to the Lord at all, and when they do acknowledge 


and ſubmit, they are ſorced to it, by G.. power full hand, The enemies 
whom yet they lock at as a conqueror of - Julian (aid of Chriſt 


h 


ved. e. | do vba 
Wheteas a true child of Ged defires, axto acknagfedge his 
Pathers hand corre cting hi: righteowſly, becauſe he hath deſerved 
it, ſo alſo graciouſly and fairhfalh, becauſe be hopes God aims 
at his good, as a Father doch at a childi, in gi ving him ſatherly 
eorreVijen, bitter Pills and Phiſick. 2 
n 


1. 


God, and 
eſs, and Jaolor or executioner, not as 2 Father, with a child —— 


Ike ſubmiſin, as appears by Pharaub, the Philiſtine s. Abab, and God as to a 
many more wofull inſtances, when the hand at God is remo F 


(fo) 
And therefore (21y:) as when the Lord ſtiikes an Hypoerite, 
Gods children he either runs from 2 as «ſtrange child Griken by another 
leſs grieve for man, or flies againſt him in mmuring, or bewlr out for anguiſh 
their on af- at a Dog, (Hof: y.) They how) upon their Beds: So contrarily 
| Con, —5 the true chi/dof God truly deſires to run to his heavenly Father, 
pleaſure andi it as well, yeainfinicely more grieved, for the anger, and 
| diſpleaſure of the Lord, as for his own ſmert and afflifion. 
3ly. The y poerite if he might have his own choice, had ra · 
ther be rid of his ai then bis fis, and therefore when his pain 
is over, he returns with the Dog to his Vomie? But a true child 
of God, truly (though weak ly) deſires to ſee, and ar, and 
ſlay his deareſt — knows they are but flatteri 
traytors and guilded poyſons : Hence Job eries out inthe midſt of 
— — weakneſſes and paſſonr, Oh teach me wherein I have of · 
ended. I 
Gods children In a word, the Lord is fain to force oflifionupon an Hypecrite, 
joyn with ag men force down a drench into the throat of an Horſe, but a 
— ＋ true child df God, (if under Gods rad,) deſires to joyn with the 
elves. Lords band, and the Lords ends, as a child of fome underſtand - 
ing is wil'ing to have its wormes killed, and therefore ſtrives 
(willinghy unwillinghy) co (wallow dowa the bitter lves,or other 
bitter medicine. 
An Sch: Triall of true life, (though in weaknes) is a true 
(though faint) willingnes and inclination to enjoy more and 
more of Chriſt 1 — in the ſociety of his Saints, after his own 
app im mem, although wich berdſbip and difficulty attained un- 


to 

Hence the Spwſe was both aſleep, and awake, toward Chriſt 

Gods le Jeſin: e _— to riſe to open to 

long he Chriſt Feſwi: Hence ſhe thinks ſhe hears ber Husbandi voice: Ic is 

Gods true the voice of my Beloved: She thinks Chriſt is knocking at. t he 

— 47 door of her heart, and wil, in ſuch and ſuch arguments, in ſuch 

s. and ſuch Sc/ipuei, in ſuch and ſuch profeſſions, and profeſſours, 

in ſuch and ſuch their . ee | 

Obj. Mey ic not poſſibly be that the true children of G. a, not 

only may neglect, but even deny the 0-dinances of Gbriſt Jeſus, 
appointed and praiſed in his firſt Churebes. 

anſwer, Gad Iſrael and people under the Gofpel, may as 

peſſibly be ſpiritual! Loves and captives to Egypt and Babylon. hi- 


2 


a” 


(11) 
rituall, as Iyael of old was to Babell, literall and materiall, in Gods people 
— of che worſbipping of God according to che appointment of e & 
Chri eu. . 

In reſpe& of falſe worſbip, Gods Iſrael may be a ſlave, and 2+ *. 
feep, and yet awake, and free, in true inclinations and depre/, wil 
ling (though mixt with 42 wnwillingnes )to be at any pains 
and coſt, to enjoy her ſouls belovedChriſt Jeſus , in his own ap · 

intments. 

Hence ſuch expreſſions with fighs and tears, if T were perſwa« 
ded of Gods will. if I were perſwaded of the veceſſey of ſuch pub- 
lick ordinences and formes. 

Hence others expreſſions, if I were perſwaded of ſuch and ſuch Gods people 
endinanse n that ſuch a people, or ſuch a people were in the true cannot bur be 
way xy enjoying Chriſt Jeſus , how jyfuly (hould I joya wich lag; a p 

em be viſi- 

Hence holy David, though not fo throughly awaked,to en ble worſhip of 


jay the Ark and preſence of God, he and all Hrael brings up the ©2dinChriſt 
Ark of God with rejojcing, thaugh not after the Lord: due order, Jeſus. 
which cauſed his holy jealouſie to ſend that perez Vzz2s that 
breach of Vzzab amongſt them. 
- is in the heavenly as in the earthly marriage, there are degrees T 
of marriage affection, and yet all true: The offeZiavs of ſome are aff-&ionzin 4 
moro liuely and ſtrong, of ſome more dull and weak: When yet Gods 
thetrwth and life appears in a true and longing deſite to enjoy to Chriſt ſe- 
the LordTeſw,in what way ſoever, himſelf is pleaſed to ap fag, yer un 
paint, and to turn from the bed and b-zome , (that is the wor» —— 
flips) of all falſe Chriſty, and flrangeri. 

A ech. diſcovery of true firitnal life, in weaknery | find to be 
a hf and. & falle mind; in temptations to fin, io yeelding to 
fix, and hing in ſin, the breach not being made up with the Lord Gods children 
in humble confeſſiam and ſuit tor mercy, in the blood of a Saviour. have no peace 
This was Pavids painſoll c in his fiene, Pſal. 32 When in fin =_ 
kept ſilence my bone / waxed old, threugh my roaring all the pented of, 
D | | | 1 


* that a3 4 Fiſh out of the woter(ite element) as a bene broak 
or disJoy ated, is the troubled wind of a child of God, upon his 
Ai ſovered or bus (trongly) ſußpeite d. fintull ꝙ or proflice. 

Obj May nc Hypoerites be troubled ia the ſence of Gods dif 
phrourofos 1,29 Sand dbcby and Ide 


(12) 
I anſwer, an Nypoerite like ſome Traytor or mwrtherer, may de- 
7 fire a pardon from the King of Kinga whoſe perſon he hates,ſo 
Only Gods did Saul and Abab, and fo — — difſembler for his own ends 


people can of peace and ſafety, 8c. But Gods children, and they only grieve 
— Lan God at Gods diſpleaſure and grievance . Only a true Wife — Spouſe 
of Chriſt Ieſus can grieve and morun for the diſpleaſed abſence of 
Ebriſt Ieſws, and cries out in bumble bitrernes of ſul ſau ye him 
whom my ſoul loveth? 
A 10th. triall of the true /ife of che inner man, (though weak 
and ſickly, )is a diſcerning, and liking,and ſecret wiſhing that beax- 
ty and ſhining of the grace of Chriſt Jeſus, which appears in o- 
Two forts of chers of God? children, and which we ſee wanting In ourſelves. 
Gods people Thus were there a ſort of Gods children, which could ſee beauty 
enquiringand and excetlency in thoſe which ſo affectionately inquired af- 
cn = ter Chriſt Ieſus, in his viſible worſbip, and the ſeverall parts 
eius. thereof, although themſelves were not ſo zealouſſy affected. 
Thus therefore ſay they: Oh thou the faireft of Women, (an ac- 
knowledgment of _— grace and beauty, and they alſs en- 
quire, and defiretoſeerhat beauty of Chriſt Ieſw, which the o- 
ther Saints ſo praiſed. And in Cant: 6. they ſay, whither js th 
Beli ved gone, oh thou faireff among Women, that we may ſec 
The liking of him with thee: Hence many of Gods dear Saints in Qu: Maries 
Gods . om time, and other bloody days, in our own and other countries, 
Spirit in o- have praiſed God for, and have been raviſhed with the beauties 
thers, a true of the heavenly love and zeal, and patience in others of Gods ſer» 
—— i vants, which they have ſeen wanting in themſelves: And thus, 
nit in our (whatever be our weakneſſes )it muſt needs argue a life of grace, 
ſelves, when we can view the lives and deaths of the bleſſed mariyri, or 
witneſſes of Chriſt Jeſus, (either in the holy ſcriptares,or other Re · 
cords, Hay can view them with a /iking and true ¶elling of 
their graces, with an humble acknowledgment of our own 
wants and poverties, and a mourning defire of attaining toſuch a 
beauteous profeſſion of Chriſt Jefwe. 

Such a beamy (doubtles)did many of Gods children apprehend 
in the Lordi Ordinances, and in ſuch as ſuffred for them in Eng- 
land, who yet found not ſtrength themſelves, to ftand 
and ſuffer for, and wich them, yetleft much and fled to 
New Exgland, hoping to enjoy there (though with too much 
weak defire of peace and liberty) the Ordinances of Chriſt Jeſus, 
their ſouls Beloved, | Obj: 


(13 
Obj. But did not Jalaam ſee the boay and excelleng of God. 
Saint, when be cried out, let me dye the death of the righteews, 
and let wy laſt end be like his, &. 
Ianſwer, it is uſually well ſaid, Balaam deſired the death, and 


bleſſednes of the righteows, but not the life and righteowſnefſe of the 


righteows. 
K 8 Balaum ſeems to have ſeen the beauty of righteouſneſſe it 
«lf. 


I anſwer, he might ſee and like righteoufnerin the end, and Diſenblers, in 
fruit of it, and yet not inthe true nature and beauty of it, for then a reſpect may 


he would ha ve as well defired the life, as the death of the righte- 
ows,juſt as theſe Indian (amongſt whom Ivrite theſe lines )th-·y 
ſee the excellency of the Engliſb induſtry, joyned with plenty, and a 


defire righte- 
ouſneſs, but 
only Gods chil- 
dren can lon 


better condition then their on, but endure not that life of lal our forit in truth, 
and indeevexr, wherein that plenty and better ſtate is found. Bug ind for it ſelf. 


God: children beholding the beauty and excellency of the hea ven» 
ly liver and deaths of others, (like fouldiers in a Field) are pro- 
voked by thoſe examples, to deſire to follow Chrift Feſw in thoſe 
holy peths, and ſecretly to bemoan their own infirmities and 
deformities. | 

Theſe and many more diſcoveries of the life of Chriſt Jeſm in 
the ſoul, (though in the midſt of many — es, and ſpirituall 
fickneſſe:) 1 hope (my dear love, and faichfull companion) thou in 
truth diſcerneſt in thy ſe/f, and I, and others have diſcerned in 
thee; But oh (earch diligently in the Lords holy preſence, and 
humbly beg his help, that as the Spirit of God ad moniſhetk, 
(G.. 6.) thou maĩeſt have rejoycing in thy ſelf, and not in ano- 
thers good opinion of thee. | 

But grant all theſe, and the aſſranes of a true and bleſſe 
life of grace within us? 


4 Gods children 
cannot but 
deſire ſpiritu- 


Grant this life is as the /ife of Chriſt, never again to be ex- all health, as 


tinguiſhed. Yet who rejeyceth not in healtb, who mouras not l — Sg 


Next therefore to the diſcovery of ſpirituall life , ali that are ing. 


under the pains and weakneſſs of a fick bed? 


born of God muſt try their firitnall Rrength , and bealtb, and 
chearful temper: The particular inſtances whereof,being propoun · 
ded as examples, copies, and famplars for us to follow in the holy 
Scripture, I ſhall pick, and gather, and bind up, for both our 


incouragement, and comfort. 
C 2 I 


as life and 


(14) 

I confeffe the bebolding of fack-bexwtnly patterns may afto. 
nich and amaze ua and make us diſpair to attain to the like 
heavenly temper:I pray thee therefore ( dear love )obſerve, (vbat 
before Lſaid) that theſe particalars next following are not diſ- 
couragements trom Chriſt, as if we had no ie at all: but incouruge · 
mentsco draw neerer to Chriſt Jeſus, when we ſee ſuck virtue 

out from him, to ſuch poor flere like our ſelves. 

Thee particulars then following are as an holy looking: glaſſe, 
to diſcover to us our ſouls furs, & blemiſbes,as alſo ſwert cordial 
fowers, to refieſh and inceurage oui drooping fpirits. 

The {everall particular rial of this piritnall health, and 
ebear fulne ſe, I (ball bind up (as Imay fo ſpeak) ĩato three feve- 
rall parce//s, as ſometimes we ſec ſweet fiowers bound up inte 
ſmaller bundles, to make up at laſt one larger bundle or poſie in 
One. 

The three ſ:verall ſorts ſhall be according to that diviſion of 
the holy Spirit by Paul to Titus. 4 

Firit ſach as concern holines, reſpeRing our 'communion with 
God in Chrift Ieſus. | a 

2. Such as concern righteouſneſſe, reſpecting others. 

3- Such as concern (briety, relpecting out private ſelves and 

erſons, | | 
Incomprehen - Firſt, then it is an argument of the ſtrengib, and healihfub tum. 
— nature of per of the imer man, when our apprebenſions of God are always 
6 ſuch, as bring us to holy wouderment and amazement, at the na 
ture of incomprehenſible God, at his properties, and works, from 
the Sun in the Firmament, to the pooreit Worme, at his wondet- 
full diſpen ſing of his juſtice, and mercy, and difÞofing , and raling 
all things in Heaven, Earth, and Sear, from the higheſt Angeli in 
* to the loweſt Devils in —— 1 * a 

his was Davids temper when he cried out, (Pſa/: 10 

4 — Lord how wonder full — works, in wi ſedome half} — dar 
in conſtant them all! A!ſo(P/ab 8.) O Jebovah our Lord, how wonderfull is 
amaxedneꝶ thy Name in all the earth! And P/: 139. he brings this wonder 
rh his na. nearer to bimſe/f,ſaying,I will praiſe thee, for Iam feafully,and 
ture, works, wonderfully made. As if he would ſay, fearfully and wonderfully 
&c. bredin the womò, fearfully and wonderfully brought fortbʒzand we 
may further ſay, ever fince we came thus fearfully and wonder- 
fully into the world, fearfully and wonderfally brought up, fearfully 
a nd wonderfully preſerved, delivered, &c. Ohj. 


8 ( I 5 ) 

Obj. But may not natwrallmen, and Hypocriter admire the 
Natnre, and works of God. 

I anſwer, yes, but the wonder which doth poſſeſſe a cbild of 
God, cauſeth him to cry out with David, Pſal.119. Thy hand: 
have made me, and faſhioned me, give me undeſtanding that 
Im iy learn thy fatuter. Tis ſuch a wonder as draweth up the 
beartgnto God, with longings to be united unto him, to fear his 
Name, to partake of his divine Nauure, and to be like anto Him 
in bolines, and true Righteowſnes. 

C The Devilli believe, and tremble at God. 

I anſwer, to tremble at the word of God, is alone the property 
of God: Servants, Iſa. 66 The Devills may wonder and cremble 
at the juſt ſentence, and chreatning part of Gods word; But God: 
children tremble at the commanding part, yea at the comfort; 
and promiſing part of it alſo, leaſt chey ſhould depart or fall o 
from ĩt, or looſe, though but for a time as David, the joy and 
ſweetnes of it. 


Secondly, it is an Argument of health and ſpiritnall ſtrength, The glorifying 
the 


when the halbwing, the magnifying, and glorifying of the name of 
God is our great work and buſineſr in this world, unto which all 
the buſineſſes and works we ha ve in hand in the world befide 
give way, &c- 

Thus Chrift Jeſus tea cheth all his to make it their firſt requeſt 
to God, that they may hallm, or glorifie his name: Thus he pro- 
feſſech ( as it were upon his death bed) Jobs 17. that he had 
done his werk, that he had glorified bis Father upon the earth: 
Hence he proſeſſeth at his molt ſolemn Arraignment, Job. 18. 
for this end vas I born, and for this end — into the world, 
that I might bear witneſ7 to the trubʒ that is, to give his Fatber 
the glory of his truib, and to deſtroy the hes of whe devilithe far 
ther of them, who belyeth God in all his holy attributes, and 
works, and ſervants, and ordinances, and profaneth and diſho- 
noureth his holy e in them all. 

0b). Hypocrites profelly to g loriſie God, and to ſay, I/3.66. Let 
the Lord be vlorited. 

I anſwer: No hyprerite can make it his pork to glwifie God, 
when it croſſeth his own glory : No hypocrite can purely and fim+ 

out of love to Gods name and glory, be content to ooſe the 


pl 
offer of a kingdom as Moſer did, when the Lord himſelt offered 
It 


(16) 5 
ic him, and as Chriſt Eſes did, when the people offered and 
would have made him a King by force, and the devil proffered 

him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them. 

Delightful Thirdly, it is an Argument of ſtrength of Gods grace and 
privacie with Spirit in us, when we perform adions of godlineſi, with a fingle 
God argues and upright eye unto God himſelf in ſecret. Frequent and con · 
— 115 ſtant delight in private converſe argues ſtrong affe tion to God or 
; men: Hypecrites ( (aich Chriſt Jeſws) will pray. and feſt, and give 
alms, but with a ſquint eye of private and ſiniſter (elf reſpect to 
be ſeen of men, &c. But Gods childrenpray, and do good, and 
faſt in ſecret, regarding no eye but the eye of an heavenly Fa- 

ther, who ſeeing in ſecret will not fail toreward openly. 

Ob. But may not byprerites ſpeak and preach againſt hipoeriſie, 
againſt ſe /F love, ſelf reſpect, and fleſhly and worldly ends in the 
performance of ſpirituall duties? And is it not poſſible for God; 
children to perform ſpirituall duties with carnall ends and reßecłi 

I anſwer: Hypocrites may dothis, and pretend pure and 

Hypocrites upright exds for God, as Fehx did: yet diſcover they hypoeriſie, 

* ny far 1 in the very pretence of ſinceritie, ſor not content with the Lords 

609)» © eye and approbation, Come ſee my x2! (ſaith he):Jinadab, 
which I have for the Lord. 

21y,God: children(doubtleſs ) may look aſide, and mark who 
ſees, and bears, and rewerd:in their performances of ſervice unto 
God: But this is either in fins of ignorance ; as for inſtauce, many 
of Gods dear children perform ſervice to God in preaching as hire- 
lings. and conceive themſelves not bound although to glorifie 
Chriſt I ſus in ſaving ſouls) to preach without an hire, and ſo in 

other caſes. | 

Or Ay, this may be knowingly and diſcerningly, as Paul 
ſaith, Rom. 7. When would do good, evil is preſent with ine: 
ſuch tempt tions come in as water into a ſhip, or as duſt and 
diſeaſes into a ſound eye, and then God children be never quiet 

untill ſuch diftempers be cleanſed, and got out again. 
A frequent & PFourthly, it is an Argument of ffsrityal ſtrength, when the ©pi- 
conſtant ſpirit i of prayer breatheth forth frequent y, and conſtantiy, and fer- 
non H vently to God in us: Hence Davidprays and cries in the morning, 
— of Gods at #02, and in the evening, he riſeth at midyight to pray, and 
Spirit. prevents the dawning of the day to pray: Thus Dame! is thrice 
eich day on his knees to God, and would net be beaten off, 
with 


: (17) 
with the powers and terrors of cruel enemies and lyons. 

Thus the Lord Jeſus frequently retired alone to private prayer, 
and ſometimes ſpent the whole-nigbt in prayer to Gd wich 
ſtrong cries, tears and ſupplications: And therefore is it that all 
true Chriſtians are the ſpiritual Iſraelites, that is, wraſilers and 

vers with God in prayer; like unto their Father Jacob, who 
wraſtled all night in prayer with God, wi.h weeping and ſuppli- 
cations, and would not let the Ange! go untill he blefſed him; 
and therefore his name was called Iſrael, a wreſtler or prevailer 
with God, as well as Jacob a ſupplanter and prevailer with 
men. 

Ob. But may not Hypoerites be frequent and fervent in 
prayer to God ? Did not the Phariſees and Jews pray and faſt of- 
ten? Do not the very Turks ſolemnly pray five times each 24. 
houres? And the Papiſtsnor onely keep their ſolemn morning 
and evening times of prayer , but many other ſolemn prayers 
unto which the ſeverall orders of Friars, Monks and Nuns bind 
themſelves ? And how eaſie is it by worldly engines to wheel 
—_— the Indians of America to become frequent prayers unto 

od 9 &c. . 

I anſwer : Many are the differences between the true pray* 
ers of Gods children, and the falſe of diſſemblers and hypo- 
crites: I will namea few for inftance. 


Firſt then hypocrites pray but in a form and lip- labdur, a8 a ta Lg = is 
and work to be done for carnall reſpecti, to — Gods hand — rr . 
4 R a ng un 

to ſtop the mouth of conſcience, which tels them they cannot to God: 


be Gods children except they pray: But true prayer is the 
pouring out of the heart to God, the true breathing of the 
ſoul to God, arifing as Incenſe and perfume unto God: Hence (no 
„ although Paul before his converfion prayed much un · 
to God, (for he was a Phariſie) yet he never praid indeed, untill 
his great change, and the deſcending of the holy Spirit of pray · 
er upon him: And therefore the Lord ſends Anania with this 
Incouragerent unto Paul: Behold he prayeth, AG. 9. 

Hence Gods children find a kind of holy pleaſare, and delight in 
ike az a man finds delight in caſting off an heavy burthen 
bis ſboulder, or in the umboſoming of a grief, into the boſome of a 
friend. Thus Hanns oppreſt with grief, weeps no more; o_ 

e 


Her, whatever be the event or iſſue, it pleaſeth God to give, ſoul-pleaſure 
rom init. 


Gods children 
are moſt in 


private with 
God. 


The prayers 
of Gods peo- 
Ned Gre 

pirit 
and ſoul mer- 
Cies. 


618) 
ſhe had powred forth her ſupplication before the Lord: And the 
Lord Jeſus pred forth his prayers, and tears, in the boſome of 
his Father, and then reſts quiet in his Fatbers pleaſure, as touck · 
ing the paſſing by, or drinking of the bitter cup. 
O j Bat may not the ebildren of God want holy pleaſure and 

— in prayer, and depart from God: preſence as heavy as they 
came 

I anſwer, ſome ſpirituall diftempers may hinder, and obitruft 
the operation / of the Spirit of prayer: nevertheles the ſou and ſþi- 
ris praies and mourns for the abſence of holy pleaſure,and delight 
in this holy exerciſe. Hence Davids mourning — a Turtledeve) in 
his prayers, and Feremies lamentings for the oblirutions, between 
the Lord and their ſoul i, in this holy Communion 

The ſecond difference is, the Hypecrites prayers more reſpect 
the ears of men then God, as the Lord Jeſis tells us: They pra 
that men may know ſo much, and eſteem them Religions: Gods 
children, like true lovers, delight to be private, and fervent with 
their heavenly Father, and Hausband. 

Thirdly, es in their prayers moſt commonly reſpect 
earthly things, (and therefore Hoſ. 7.) they cry and howl upon 
their Beds ,for corn, & wize: or at the beſt they refpe& but them · 
ſelves, &c. although ic be in 2 of their ſins, and ſaving 
of their Soxl;: But the prayers of Gods children, chiefly eye heaven · 

things. 

a Hence the wonderfull ſpirituallity of Chriſt; prayer to his Fa- 
tber, (John 7.) for the glorifying of his name, and ſpirituall Grace, 
and mercy in the ſouls of Beleevers: Hence the ad mirablr ritual « 
lity of Did prayers, for ſpirituall and foul mercies, Pſal: 119 
And the fervent prayers of Paul in all his Epifiles for heavenly 
and ſpirituall mercies tothe Saint ol God. 

ee like Dogs how] and fawn for bone: and craſii, Ec. 
Buc Gods children beg the proper tokens, and characters of a 
ſpiricuall Fatber, to his ſpirituall children, and Beloved. 

4thly, Hypocrites will not always cry unto God, (Jab. 27.) 
but at laſt with Saul, if God anſwer not, they run tothe Devil 
in evil means, murmur, and deſpair : But Gods children can 
no more ceaſe to cry unto God, then to live a ſpiritual li, and 
therefore reſolve to give God no Refl , untill they receive an 
anſwer, and therefore alſo wait for his holy pleafwre,and * 

an 
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and at laſt are (atisfied with the Lords holy pleaſure, and ſen- 
tence, although it ſeem croſſe, add bitter to fieſb, and blood: So 


God: people 
wait for, and 


reſt in Gods 


Moſes in reſpe of his ſuit to God, for his going into the land yer. 


of Cana: So David praying for his child: SoChrift Jeſus in reſ- 

p<Q of his bitter cup. So Paul praying againſt his great temp · 

tation. 

4 — But may not Hypoerite pray long, and alſo wait upon 
7 


I anſwer, they may, yet at laſt, out of ynbelief, and anger, 
like an angry Dog, or ſturdy Beggar, they cry out in murmur, and 
wrath,as the unbelieving King of | 3m ſhouldI wait ap» 
on God any longer? Bat Gods children never give over: for 
when they grow weary, they (like Moſes) beg help to their 
fainting hands in prayer, and defire their eyes may never ceaſe 
trickling tears unto Ged, until he look down from Heaven, 
Lament: 2. 

A 5ch: Argument of ſpirituall health, and ffrengtb, is a conſtant 
holy ſence of our own «mvortbiner, vilenes , and Laſenes in Gods 
_ Hence Jacob profeſſeth himſelf leſſe then the leaſt of 

di mercies, that it, then the leaſt crum, or dip, or rag, or 
book of mercy : Hence the Centurion profeſſeth himſelf not wor · 
thy that Chrift ſhould come under his Ro: Hence Elizabeth her 
holy wonder, whence is it (ſaith he) chat the Afother of my 
Lord fhould come unto me? Hence Mephiboſeth wonders that 
David ſhould look apon ſuch a dead Dog. 

Ob: But may not Hypoerizes profeſſe they are not Papiſts,thie 
they can deſerve nothing at Gods hands, that if they had their 
deſerts it were woe with them? 

I anſwer, Hypocrite / may ſay ſo, but yet are angry when God 
ſeems not to deal with them, as he deals with others. Hence 
they quarrell with Gd, as if that God ſeemed not to reſpect 


their offerings of prayer, and fafting. Iia: 58. But Gedi children — 


le 


con*eſſing themſelves Beygars at Gods door, and Dogs under his ſenſible of un- 
Table, they wait for, and are humbly thankfull for every cram Worthines. 


of grace and mercy: SoChrift Feſw teacheth us to gie thanks 
for the mercy of a little bread, and then far a little Fiſh, (Mak 
6.) So after molt heavy and wonderfull afl ctiont, Feremie cries 
out Fehova is rigbteous, and profefleth it is mercy that ic is not 
worle, and that chey were not burnt up, and conſumed. 


* D A 
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Schly. Ach. Argument of the ſpiritual bealib and temper, Is when 
ny the Adden work ſtrong and lively after God, after God for 
kimlelf, after God as a portion and inheritance, after God as an 
Hurhand: when as the Heart panteth after che water-brooks , fo 
pant our Hearts after God, when az the thirſty greumd longeth 
for the ſhowers of Rain, ſo long our ſouls after Gd: When his 
words are ſweeter then the honey, and honey comb, and of 
more eſteem then theuſands of geld, and filver. 
Ob. But may not — Balaam) profeſſe ſo much 
and that in earneſt ? 
I anſwerzthe deceitfull beart of a man will go wonderfull far 
this way: Yet certain it is an Hypocrite reſpecti Gd, but as a 
Hypocrites af- Dog reſpe&s his Maſter, yea ſometimes a ſtranger, and an Enemy 
fection ro for a craft, or as an Hireling for his wages: But God: children,in 
» God. the want of all things, are content with G-d alone, his Chriſt, 
his Spirit, his Favour, his Mord, his Ordinances: Hence David pro · 
feſſet h Plal. 4 Thou putceſt more joy into my heart, then in the 
time when their corn and wine increaſech: And Habacuci, when 
Vine, and Fig tree, and Flock, and Heard fail, he profeſſeth to 
rejoyce in Gd, and to glory in the Gd of his ſalvation. 
2ly. In the loſſe of all chings, in the greateſt Sraights and ex» 
tremitier, Gods child ren yet find comfort in God, that God their 
God himſelt Portion is not loſt. Thus as David when his wives, and children, 
the portion of and friends, and ſervants,and cattell were all deyoured by an en- 
his. {laving and cap ivai ing ſword, and he finds no Remainder,but 
burnt walls and aſhes, and his own company ready to fee 
him, yet as David they take comfort, and incourage them · 
ſelves injoying their God. 
7chly. ytly. It is an Argument of ſpirituall healib, and flrengtb,when 
the holy Commandemem of God are not grievous, but pleaſant 
and delightfull to us: when we can ſay as the Lord Jeſis (aid, 
it is our meat and drink, to do our heavenly F athers will:when 
we are active and ready at the commend: of God, and can ſay 
Ready obedi- (when the Lord asketh whom ſhall we ſend)ſend me, as the Pros · 
ence to God. phet Eſayſaid: And as the Lord Feſwe Plal: 40. Here I amy I de- 
light co dothy wil! O my God: when we can without repini 
grudging,or delaying,obey command; molt grievous to fieſb — 
bleed, againſt not only f:ſb and blood, but againſt carnall reſon, 
yea againſſ Hope and F aith it ſelf, as Abrabam did, in offering 
wp his moſt dear and only ſon 1/zac. 057. 
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Obj. But may not Hypoerizes obey the command: of Gd, a8 
Saul did, &? | 

I anſwer, they may indeed obey Gods command: by halves as 
he did, and as a ſervant, and bireling, ſerve God for wages, and 
wich ge ſervice, wich opinion of merit, and boaſt of their hal 
and lame ſervice,as Saw! did. But Gods children inbrace all the 
command: of God with delight,even the leaſt, and moſt deſpiſed, 
with the greateſt and moſt diſteult, and when all is done, they 
confeſſe they have need of mer, and are unpreſit able Servants 

O*j. But may not Gods children live in the diſobedience of 
ſome 1 of God, and yet be healthfull, and ſtrong in 

ace 

I anſwer, it is impoffible that a child of God ſhauld(eicher in 
ſpiricual health or ficknes) live inthe breach of any known com · 
mand of God his Father. Tis true, Abraham, and Facob, and Da» 
vid, and others, lived long inthe fin of many wives, out of ig The fins of 
norance of Gods will, and Geds children to this day, even the ho- Gods people. 
ly Martyr: or Witneſſes ot tw, (who accounted their heart 
bloods not too dear for Chriſt) have and do live in the bre«ch 
of many Commendments, that concern the worſbip of Gd: But 
they are herein like a traveller deceived, by a falſe path, which 
when he once really ſufjeZ;, he cannot walk a ſtep wich eaſe, 
now do they cry out with David, Plal: 119, I will walk at li- 
berty, for I ſeek thy precepts: And when God ſaith ſeek my 
Face, their Hearts anſwer, Lord thy face will 1 ſeck. Pſalm 


* 
* 


An $th. diſcovery of Pirituall healib and ſirengthyis an humble, Sthly. 
a patient and thankfull ſubmiſn tothe oflifing , and choit; 

hand of Gd. Thus is is ſaid of An, in that dreadfull firea | 
of Gods hand, depriving him of his two ſons in the ff. are of | 
their Taub, in the midit of their ſia, in the performance of their 

Prieſt: Office: ic is ſaid, A. ren held his peace: I was dumb and 

held my peace, (ſaith Did) Pſal. 39. for thou didit ic : Thus 

Jeremiah (Lam: 1.) Jebouab is righteous, for have grievouſly . ot. 
tranſgreſt againſt him. Yea Job not only expreſt an humble of Gol chile 
and patient mind, but alſo(which is wonderfull, but proper dren, under 
to Gods children, when in right temper) he bl eſſed God in the Gods hand. 
midft of ſo many fearfull and aftoviſhing /ofſes , of ſo many 

Cattel, Servants, and Children. ſaying, Bieſſed be the name of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Obj. May not wicked men and Hypeeriter acknowledg Gods 

aflicting hand, and humble themſelves? | 
I anſwer, Hypocrites may ſee Gods hand, and humble them - 
ſelves as the Egyptians, and the Fhiliſtin did, but cannot poſſi. 
bly be thankfu}l for it: They acknowledg Godr hand as a Dog 
The counter- h g Maſters when be is beaten , but not as a child his Fathers, 
leit patience A 4 loving and dutifull Viſe, receiving Pills or Phiſfick from the 
of Hyrocriter. nd of her loving Hurband, a Ai lfull Phiſitian, who knows her 
wo out of love and care, prepares them for her, ſhe can- 
not but be thankfull for thoſe bitter medicinsand earneſtly de- 
fire a kindly working: Thus David, PCal: 119. I know O Lord 
that thou in faithfulneſe haſt aflicted me, for all thy com- 

miands are righteow. * 

Xbly. Agh. Argument of ſpiritual bealth, and firength, is an hum- 
"1 ble free confeſſion, and giving glem unto G- d, in the rifing up, or 
recovering out of any ſcandalous tram ſgreſſion, a gainſt God Hence 
the Hralites confeſſion of their fin in defiring a King, (ſo impa- 
The mouraful tiently, and imperiouſly as they did, with large confeſſions, 


confeſſion o 1 m. 6. 
þ * Hence the many bitter and lamentable eonfſſion/ of holy D 


vid and other holy Servants of God, after their committin 
of known evils: Hence the Corinthians repenting of their fellow- 
ſhip with the inceſtuous perſon in his fin, they give ſuch an ex 
emplary evidence of their true Repentance , that their holy pra- 
Bice is (et as an holy S amplar, an Copy for all Saints afterward 
to follow, and write after. | 

0bj. Int did not Pharaoh, Saul, and Juda con feſſe their fins, 
&-:? 

I anſwer, not with intent to glorifie God, as God: Saints do, 
taking ſhame before the world untothemſelves,lying down in 
the Duſt that God may tread upon them, and be exalted. 

Not with hatred of their fins, but in horrour and trouble at 

” the danger of them, or in the evidence of them flying in their fa- 
ces. Thus a Merchant caſteth thoſe goods over boord into the ſes 
Falſe.confeſſi- in a florme, which afterward he wiſheth in again: Like a D 
2471 they vomit up the filth, which (after their ſtomach is eaſed they 
return unto, and lick up by new Commiſſions: But Gods children 
confeſſe in hatred of their fins,and loathing of ihemſel ves, and 
(like men in ſome fickreſſes) are willing to take thoſe medicines 
which 


(33) 
which may provoke, and cauſe vomit, which afterward they are 
ſo far from returning to, that they abhor to touch, or look 
on it. 

Obj. But may not God: children return again to their vomit, 
and commit the ſame ſins,which they have caſt up by humble 
confeſſion ? 

Ianſwer, the figs of Gods children are either, 1. grofſe or ſcanda- 


low, which when they recover out of, and give glory unto God, The fins of 
by poblite confeſſion, we ſeldome or never find them returning Gods people 
to ſuch their vomit again. Hence we hear no more of Noahs diſtingui 


drunkenneſſe,of Davids adultry, of Peters deniall of Chriſt Jeſis, &c. 
Or aly. Their fins are fins of a more private and ordinary 


diftemp.r, wherein their paſſions of anger, or neglect, or forgetfullnes 


prevail againſt them, never without ſome bitternes, and grief, 
and hamiliation, and endeavour, wich reſolution of a more watch» 
full, and heavenly, and ſpirituall conver(ation ? 

lothly. It is an argument of ſpirituall bealth, and flrengih, to 


10thly. 


maintain or recover an holy vehement longing , after the exj,y- Gods people 
ment of God, and of Chriſt, in a viſible, and open profeſſion of hit long ons viſt- 


own holy worſbip, and Ordinances, ſeperate from all falſe wor- 
Pi, Gods, and Chrifts, &c. 

Hence that of David, Lord Thave loved the Habitation of 

thy bonſe, and the place where thine bonoxr dwelleth: Hence he 

rofefech he had rather be a Door keeper in the houſe of the 

d, (chat is in a low cond ition, in God houſe,) then to dwell 

in the tents of wickednes, though in never ſo ſafe and pleaſant a 
condition, 

Hence he ſums up all his defires in one, Pſal: 27. One thing 
ha ve I deſired of the Lord, that I may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord, &c. 

Hence (chough David miſt of the Lords Order in carrying of 
the Lords Ark, aud afterwards he miſt in his thongbt / about che 
building of Gd an houſe and Temple ; Yet in both he diſcovered 
his holy ſtrong fection, to God publike honowr , and worſhip. 
The very (ame which afterward the Prophet Jeremy, and Da- 
nie l declared in their bitter Lamentations, fur the Ruine of Gods 
houſe. And both Daniel, and Zacharie, and Haggie, mightily 
declare this fi ion for the rebwi/ding,and ſetting up again this 
Temple aud worjbip of God, and what they I 

az 


A 


ments 


of God, 


True Chriſti- 
ans affection 
to Chriſt Jeſus 
in his viſible 
worſhip. 


(24) | 
Ezra and Nebemiab, and afterward Jehofbus and Zerubabel yea» 
louſly performed and executed. | 

Hence ic is that in the heavenly Love Song, the love of Chri- 
| way to Chriſt Jeſus in his ordinances is molt elegantly ſet forth 

y a ſimilitude taken from che ſtrong affection of married perſons: 

I am, ſaith the Spouſe ſick of love, and O ye daughters of Jers: 
ſalem tell Chriſt Feſw (0; LI finde him wichour I will Aiſe him 
yin the ſtreets, and will not be aſhamed : True heavenly 

Alien (like marriage love) at firſt kindles from ſome private 

Par, to an open flame of publick profeſſun , without ſhame 
before all men. 

Obi. May not Hypocrite (a8 Saul in fliying the Gi beoniter, 
and Jebu in ſlaying the Baalites ) dilcover firong affe and 
zeal to the Lord and his worſbip, and conſequenily in theſe 
times to Chriſt Feſws and his holy kingdom? x 

I anſwer ; Hypocrites and counterfeits in their profeſſion of 
love to oo oublick worſhip ever run upon one of theſe two 

J. For, 

Firſt, either they ſet up, and maintain, and fight for a favcie, 
a counterfeit, a falſe Chriſt, according to the propheſie of the Lord 
Feſws, that many (that is, thouſauds and maltitudes of people) 
ſhould ſo uſe his name, that it, with a-willing ignorance and 
deluſion. „ 

Or aly, if it be the true worſhip of the true God according to 
the appointment of Chriſt Jeſus, yet ever in tuo things the fin- 
cere wife (che true love of Chriſt Ieſus) outgoes the whore and 
counterfeit, 

Firtt, the true wife contents not her ſelf with the bare exer- 
ciſe, ordinance Or adminiſtration (as the hypocrites do) but in all 
is reſtleſs to enjoy the Lord himſelf: For as the ordinance is þi- 
ritual, and heavenly ; ſo longs the true beleever for a firitusl 
and heavenly communion wich the Lord himſelf in it, that he 
may become one Pirit with him more and more in all theſ 
outward and ſubordinate mani and adminifirations. | 

Hence it pleaſeth the Spirit of God to reſemble his worſbip to 
the marriage bed, which ſatiiſies not the heavenly Spouſe, when 
the Husband, Chriſt Iſs, is not ſpiritually embraced therein, 
bat abſent. | 

aly, The defice ofthe true beleever in the injoyment of Chriſt 
Ieſis in any of his appointments is to be made fraieful by = 

ue 


— 


( 25) 


but the defire of a whore extends no further then Lal or a Re 


ward. Hence Rom. 7. We are married unto Chriſt Feſw, that we 
ſhould bring forth frxit unto God: whoorſb heart willingly en- 
dures not Fuitfulzes,but kils her own conceptions which the true 
Wife cheriſhech, and cendreth as her life. 

Obj. What ſhould be che reaſon why ſo many of Gods children 
who in all ages have diſcovered their firong aſſection to Gods 
viſible werſbip, and communion in Chriſt, have yet ſo varied, and 
wandred from the right, and firſt inſtitution of the Church, and 
miniſtry ,and Ordinances of worſbip 7 

I anſwer, Gods coxncel/ touching the pirituall captivity , and 
deſolation, mutt be fulfilled , when yet notwithſtanding, the 
ſtrength of the ffectioꝝ of Gods people hath appear'd in their 
mourning, and weeping,and lamenting after, and contending for 
the truth of the Piritnall injoyment of their ſouls Beloved, in all 
the means of his own holy eppointments. 

1ithly. Again it is an Ar of ſpirituall healib, & ſtrength, 
in tel 400 od, when the Heart is fixed, and readily prepared 
for all the holy pleaſure of God. Hence Kezekiab praics for ſuch 
whoſe bearts were prepared to ſeek Jehovab,God of their Fathers: 
Hence this reedizes, and preparatios of mind, is compared to the 
ſboes on our Feet, without which we are unfic for reveliqggs . 
king, &c.and with which we are ready for any firitusll ple 
ment. Hence David profeſſeth that his heart was fixed, and rea · 
dy, and when the Lord ſaid ſeek my Face, Davids heart anſwe- 
red, Lord thy Face will I ſeek, &c. 

05%. What is the reaſon that Gods children are ſometimes 
hardly brought en to difficult ſervices, and duties ? 

I anſwer, wnreadines, and 1i8 a fpiriexa!l ficknes or di- 
femper, which when God children recover out of, then they lay 
as the Lord Jeſus in David Pſal: 41. Lord my heart is willing, my 
heart is ready to do thy will O my God: And they ſay to Gy 
Jeſus, as his holy ſervant John Bradford ſaid to Queen Mary; 
ſhe keep me in priſon, I will thank her; If the reſeaſe me 1 will 
thank her; If ſhe burn me, I will fill bank her. 

Laſtly, it is an Argument of pirituall bealth, and ſtrength, when 
Gods children walk in a continuall ſence of their own inſuſficien- 
cies, and diſtempers, when they diſcern the evill inclination of 


theic own ſpirits, and the excellengy, and inſufficiency of Gods _ 
| ] oly 


11thly. 


I 2thly. 


(26) 
holy Spirit: And therefore continually ſay with David, Palme 
143- ihy Spirit is good, lead me . and Pla l. 139. Search me 
O God, and try my heart, and ſee it thou findeit any way of wie- 
hednes in me, and lead me in the way ever aſliug. 

Theſe and many more, a re the trials ppiritu ll ſtrength, bealth, 
and cheerfulnes, in matters concerning Gd: We now come to 
the ſecond He ad of trialls of ſpirituall health, and ſtrengib, in 
matters concerning our ſel ves. 

Firſt, then it is an Argument of ſhirituall health, and ſtrength 
when (eſpecially) after known fins committed, our hearti are 


Brokennes of in a broken frame and temper, when ourftiritrare as it were 


ſpicit. 


tels. 


3dly. 
Godly loath- 
ing for ſin. 


contrite, and pounded like ſpice in a Morter, then yeelding the 
moſt delightfall ſmell, and ſavon/ unto God. 

Hence (I(a.66 ) a contrite , and broken heart is an Howe 
whereln God dwels, an Houſe well ordered, ſwept, and gar» 
niſbed. * 

— a Spirit of trembliag (Ila. 66.) is an Argument and cha- 
radter of the moſt dutifull children of God: but of this for- 
meily. | 

— It is an Argument of ſpirituall ſtrength, when we make 
it our work to obſerve, watch, and kill our corrwptions, and rebelli- 
ons, atiq.labour to keep under, and beat down our body to an 
holy firnes, and readines for Gods ſervice, in faſting, and prayer 
againſt temptations. | 

Obj. But may not Hypoecrite humble themſel vet, and labour 
to morcifie their luſi, aud corruption? 

I anſwer, no queſtion, but in horrour of conſcience, and fear 
of Gods judgments, an Hypecrize may humble himſelf in faſting, 
as Abab, &c. bat to kill tin, as fin, and to deſi e to be ready for 
Gods will, in denying, ee his own, is only che character 
and property of a child of God. 

3ly.Ic is an Argument of ſpirituall health, and ſtrength, when we 
ſo look upon our fins, and our finfull diſpoſitiunt, that we not 
only loath our fins, but alſo loath our ſelves for them: So ſaich 
the Lord, (Exek 6.) My peopleſhall loath themſelves for cheicr 
abominations, and for their whooriſÞ heart againſt me: Thus Job 
when he recovers himſelf from his murnwings againit Go, he 
cries out. Behold Iabhor my ſelf, and tepent in duff, and aſber. 
And David, (Plal: 73) looks upon himſelf for his murmucing 


againlt 


(19) 
againſt Gods providence, as an ignorant perſon , as a fool and a 
beaſt in Gods preſence, , 
b _ But may not an Hypocrite loath and abhor himſclfe 
or in? 

I anſwer, It is poſſible for an Hypocrite to be ſorry for ſome 
fins, and to be angry with bimſelfe, and to loath himſelfe , but 
not properly for his ſins, which he loveth, but ( as theeves , 
whores, drunkgrds, & c.) for the danger, 4 and diſgrace which 
his fin may bring _ him. Itis onely the property of Gods 


children to look at fin as fin, with a loathing eye, and to behold 
themſel ves vile and loath ſome, even for the moſt pleaſing and pro- 
fitable, and delightfull, and moſt ſecret fins. 

Fourthly, It is an Argument of the ſtrength of Spirituall life, 
when we lay downe our ſelves at the feet of God, when as a 
Servants will, our wil; are ſubdued to the Lords will, when the 
Lord is become our ſelfe, when his ends are our ends, which give 
us content and pleaſure, although our ſelves, our ends are loft 
and deſtroyed, that wee may finde new ends and delights in 
God. 

Hence Epapbroditus to further the worke of the Lord (Phil. a2) 
he regarded not his health, and conſequently not his life ; as a 
true Souldier in the Service of his heavenly King and Cap- 
taine. 

Objeck. But may not an Hypocrite deny himſelfs ; his one 

ends, bis pleaſures, his profits, his credit, his liberty, his life. 
I anſwer, It is impoſſible ; for all that he doth is ſtill for 
bimſelje: like 1ſrael, Hoſea 7. He is an empty vine, he bringeth 
forth fruit to bimſelf : All that he aims at in uling the name 
of God, his glory, his Chrift , is till to exalt bimſelfe , to ſave 
bim ſel fe: But Gods children eye ever a greater end then ſelfe, to 
wit, the glorify ing lof their God, although it be in their own 
deſtructions. 

Fifthly, Our hearts are then in an healthfull frame and diſ- 
poſition, when we are cordially willing to goe from hence, that 
we may be with Chriſt, Phil. 3. yet for the ſervice of Chriſt and 
his Saints, we are cordially willing to ſtay in hard and difficult 
Service. | 

Object. But may not an Hypocrite deſire to dye, and to be 


with Chriſt ? 
D I anſwer, 


Hypocrites 
may in a re- 
ſpect loath 
themſe lves 


for fin. 


Four thly. 


True ſelſe 


denyall, 


No Hypocrire 
can truly de- 
ny himſelfe. 


Fiftbly. 


(20) 

I atifiver, An jpocrite tnay defire to dye, aud to be with 
Chriſt ima glorious condition, but no Hypecrite can endute to 
dye, to be with Chrift in an holy atid tuall condition free 
from ſin: and therefore can he not en uprightly, &c. to 
worke for Chriſt on Earth. 

Sixtly. Sixthly, Then are we in in healthfull frame of Grace, when 
God hath brought down our hearts to be content with the 
changes of his figbi- band upon us: when we have learnt the 

FO Eſſon of Paul, to be content with food and raiment, with a tra- 

Spirituall e llers arid Rangers portion, of ſo much as may ſerve us in our 
= Gods will ourney : When we can tell how to abound without Pride, or 
* ſecurity, or truſt in earthly things, and when we can tell how to 

want all outward mercles with quietneſſe and contentation. 

-0bj. But may not Hypoctites be contented with ſmal matters, 
and ſuppreſſe theirdefires of great things, and ſay with Eſau 
unto Jacob: Keep that thau haſt my brother, I have enough? 

— 2 ＋ I anſwer, The defites of all men are not alike greedy ; but 
9. ate yet the defires of men ate truely farisfied without God: Now 


-— * when changes and the — all _ fall upon the Hypoerite, 


Gods people 
ny by him- he cannot finde thoſe changes and thoſe loſſes made up in God: 
c 


No Habakkzk tels us, That it is the Charaer of Gods children, 
when the corne is gone, and the flocks and the beards, and the 
vine, and the figtree faile, to rejoyce in God alone for a portion, 


and to glory in the God of their Salvation. 

Seventhly, Seventhly, Then are our hearts in an heallbfull frame, when 
Joy in Sor we are not onely willing to ſuffer for the name of Chriſt Feſas, 
row. but when wealſo conceivea kinde of pleaſure in it; ſo faith 
Paul, I take pleaſure in neceſſities, in diftreſſes,and for Chriſts ſake; 
Hence the Saints ( Heb. 13.10.) not onely ſuffered the ſpoyl- 
ing oy their goods , but they took the ſpoyling of their goods 
with joy. 

0bjc&. May not Hipocrites ſuffer joyfully for Chriſt ? 

T anſwer, An Hypocrite may doe and ſuffer with a ſeeming 
Mypocrites Joy for Chriſt : But he can never doe this out of love to Chrift, 
pretend to 1 Cor. 13. but alwayes out of ſelfe-love for his owne glory and 
— honour, out of ſtrong conviction of conſcience, leaſt he be dam- 
Criſt, ned in denying his light , &c. Onely Gods children can out of 

love to Chriſt Feſus rejoyce( as ſome true friend or oe) to be 
«flifed and to ſorrow.and looſe for their Souls belov 
OBjesl. 


(21) 


Objett. Why then are many of Gods Children ſo be 
heir r e e Fees en 0 ben v 

Ianſprer, This hapneth ſomerimes out ofdiſtemper of body; 
ſometimes qut of di and weakneſſe of minde, which 


they labour againſt, and chide chemſelves for as did David 
Pſal. 42. & . why art thou 5 O m. Foul 5 and wh , 
art bo fo heavy within me? ſtill truſt in D, for Iwill 

him, who is the health of my countenance and my 


God. ; 
Eighthly , 4 argues ſtrength of Grace when we uſe this Eightly, 
ec 


world, and al omforts of it with a weaned eye and mind, as 
if we uſed ic not : 4s io Travellers that lodge in an Indian Chriſtian 
houſe, uſe all the wild Indians comforts with a firange affrcfion, —7 | 


willing and ready to be gone : or as 4 and, in a Ship, wil - worlas com- 
ling and ready (when God will) to land, and goeaſhoar in our > wan . 
own countrey, to our owne Houſe, and comforts in the Hea- 


vens. 

Thus Gideons.Souldiers ( in a figure of ſuch as are fit for 
Chriſts Battels)are not onely couragiows and depart not with the 
cowards, but alſo lap at the conyforts of this 15 with a ſpeedy 
neceſſity, but lye not downe to them in exceſſe of affection and 
delight. | | 

Objeti. May not Hypecrites uſe this world with a ſtrange 
affe ion, weaned from the vanities of it, &c. 

Tanſwer, Doubtleſſe not onely a falſe Chriſtian or Hypocrite, 
but other naturall men(out of the ſence and experience of the 
vanitie and uncertainty of this life, and the . of it) may at- The heaver 
taine to a great ſceming diſpiſing of theſe earthly things , though vic of earth 
never without ſorrow that they are not more ful and certain, as n comforts. 
being their portion : Onely Gods children who have made the 
Lord himſelfe their portion, and his word and Ordinances their 
inheritance, they only I ſay uſe them as from God, tokens of his 
Love ind goodueſſe, and as golden chaines to draw them unto 
him, and humbly ſubmit to Gods holy pleaſure , in his graci- 
ous beſtowing or withdrawing of them. 

Ninthly, It is an argument of a ſtrong fear of, and affe ion Ninthly. 
to God, when in all our earthly buſineſſes, wee ſee God, and | 
mind his name and praiſe. Hence faith Fames : Yee ought in all 
Journeys and purpoſes to ſay, If God will: Hence Beaz that 

E 2 hol y 


The glorify- 
g of God 


proper to 
Gods child · 
ren only. 


Tentbly. 


| (22) 
holy man, when he comes into his Field hath God in his mouth: 
The Lord bleſſe you ſayd he to his Reapers : Hence the pooreſt 
Chriſtian able to contribute (1 Cor.16.) obſerves weekly, and 
therefore daily the diſpen ſations of God towards him; He obſerves 
the givings and takings of Gods hand, and walks with him 
though in the pooreſt and meaneſt calling and condition. 

Object. But may not Hypocrites obſerve Gods bleſſing in 
worldly things, in faire winds, goed voyages, in the encreaſe of chil= 
dren, corne, wine, cattel, &c? 

I anſwer, Naturall conviftion enforceth even Pagans to confeſſe 
(a Manittoo) an Inviſible Deity and God bead in theſe viſible 
things; But to make it a worke and Buſineſſe in all theſe earth- 
ly things to ſee and gloriſie God, to walke with him, and to 
be full of his praiſe all the day - long; this is onely the Chara- 
Fer of Gods children, who only truly fee his band, and love his 
name and glory. 

Tenthly, It is an Argument of ſtrength and vigour of grace, 
to keep a conſtant watch and bridle on our lips and tongue, that 
no words paſſe but ſuch as are ſeaſoned with Salt, to the glo- 
rifying of our Maker with our glory, and the edifying or benefit- 
ting of others. This Tongue of ours the Lord compares to the 
bridle of a Horſe, to the Helm of a Ship, which if well managed 
rules the borſe and fhip,with ſafety and comfort: and the Spirit of 


God concludes; that he is a per ſeꝭ and ſtrong man in Chriſt, that 


is thus able to command his Speech and Tongue in this world. 

Hence Chriſt Feſus preacheth Judgement to the world, for the 
abuſe of the Tongue, and the idle words of it, when our words are 
— working words, and tend not to heavenly profiting of o- 

ers. 

Hence the Spirit by Paul commands (Epbe ſ. 5.) that neither 
uncleanneſſe, nor covetouſneſſe, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeaſting, 
be once heard from the mouths of the Saints, but rather giving 
of thanks, and praiſing of God. 

Object. But may not worldly perſons ſet a watch before the 
door of their lips ? 

F anſwer, Morall b oe may teach perſons the va- 
nity and groſſe wickedneſſe of the Tongue, but onely Gods ſpi- 
ru (and ſtrength of it.) doth teach Gods children, in true feare 
and hve of God, not onely to reſtraine from vaine and fosliſb, but 

alſo 


(23) 
alſo to attaine to a ſpiritualland heavenly Language. 
Laſtly, It argues ſtrength and life and Grace in Chriſt , when 
our hearts by Gods ſpirit are wrought to ſuch a degree of hatred 
of fin, that we not onely abhor the a#s thereof, but alſo 
fly and ſhun the looks and appearance of it: ſo that we not on- 
ly fly pride and paſſion, and covetouſneſſe and uncleanneſſe, but al- 
othe appearance of them. 
Hence Beaz, when Ruth lay downe at his feet in the night, as 
claiming marriage by right, he not only refrained from unclean- 
neſſe, or unc leane touches, but alſo he gravely adviſed her to be 
gone ſo early in the morning, that no man ſhould ſay there 
came a woman into the floar, | 
Object. But may not worldly perſons not only avoid fin, 
but alſo the appearance of it ? 
I anſwer, No worldly or unregenerate perſon can truly hate 
ſim, or the appearance of it, for it is his nature and Element, they 
can onely hate the dammages and diſgrace,and diſcredit of it, and Only Gods 
ſo a hore may hate whoredome. *Tis only the property of Gods children can 
children, and the new- borne to hate ſin as ſin, with the finfall rulj hate ſin. 
arances of it as oppoſite to their new and heavenly nature in 
7 Chriſt. 
j 
I Now come to the third head of the tryals of ſpirituall 
health and ſtrength , and that reſpe&s our conver ſation with 
men,in which 
Firſt I argue, that it is a ſtrong argument of a ſtrong conſtitution Chriſt and 
and ſpirituall health, when we can make it our worte and trade, Chiiſtians 
to aime at glorifying our Maker in doing good to men. — — 
Thus our = example Chriſt Feſw made it his worke and —— 
trade to goe about to doe good, which he did abundantly and 
conftantly to 72102 — bodies of men. 
Obj. Cbriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles and meſſengers were endued 
with power from on high, not only to preach the Ford for con- 
verſion but alſo with power of caſting out Devils, and healing 
bodily diſeaſes. 
I anſwer, as an boly witneſſe of Chriſt Feſus (a Woman ) once 
anſwered a Biſhop, I am a member of Chrift Je ſus as wel as Peter Holy women 
himſelfe, The leaſt Believer and Follower of Feſus pertakes of a 1 
che nature and ſpirit of him their holy bead and husband, as well CH 10 
as » * 


| Secondly, 


Gods child- 
ren cannot 
but naturally 
love one a- 
nother. 


(24) 


as the ſtrongeſt and bolieſt that ever did or (uffered for his holy 


name. 

Therefore it is that we read not only of the ice of thoſe 
great maſter-builders and work-men of Chriſt Jeſus, the Apo · 
files, but alſo the ſervice and helpe of Gbriſtian women, for in- 
ſtance ( Rom. 1 6.) Phebe, Priſcila, Mary, Terſu, were eminent- 
ly noted for helping forward the work of Chriſt Jeſu, to wit, 
the glorifying of God in the ſaving of the poor ſons of men. 

Object. But is it not poſſible for Gods children to be (lack 
in this work and trade of doing good to the ſouls and bedies 
of others, and yet be ſtrong in grace and bealtbfull 

I anſwer, Doubtleſſe Gods Children may be ſtrong one way, 
and weak in another, ſtrong in one grace and week In another, 

ſtrong in one iryal and weak. in another: But it is their weak 
neſſe and ſickneſſe, when they are ſlow and negligent of ſo glo- 
nous and heavenly a worke. | 

Thus Paul complains of the Saints of Aſia, that he found 
none that ſtuck cloſe to him but Timothie. Thus was it in Ba- 
rucks weakneſſe and ſickneſſe to ſeek great and earthly things, 
and Feremie( ſtrong in ſpirituall health and life ) es and 
reproves him for it, Jer. 45. 

Secondly, It argues ftrength of ſpirituall life, when we bear 
a ſtrong affedlion to the ſeed of the woman, Gbriſts ſeed, Gad. 
children. To doe good to all men is a Chriſtians trade, but eſpe- 
cially to the bouſbold of faith. 

This was Davids affeclion (P ſalme 16.) when he look't upon 
Gods childrenas the excellent of che Eartb, and placed all his 
delight in them: Thus Jonathan though be loſt his Fathers love 
for Davids, though he was to looſe a Kingdom by David , yet he 
loves him as his owne Soul. 

Thus Ruth ſo loved that holy woman Naomi, that although 
(he were growne poor, a widow, and now in a tedious travel 
from Moab to Iſrael, and Naomi did alſo intreat ber and her 
ſiſter to got back, and Orpah her ſiſter was already returned to 
her kindred and her Gods , yet ſuch was the flame of her holy 
affe ion, that ſhe intreats Naomi not to intreat her: Intreat 
me not to leave thee, for whether thou goeſt I will goe, where 
thou dyeſt I will dye, and there will I be buried thy God ſhall 
be my God, &c. 


Obje, 


(25) 

Objecl. May not wicked perſons favour, love, and reſpect Worldly men 
Gods children ? Did not Saul greatly reſpect Samuel; and for a May ina kind 
while Herod, Jobn che Baptiſt ? Did not Micbollove King Du. lone Gods 
vid, as well as did her brother Jonathan? yea did not David le. 
finde wonderfull favour in the eyes of a Philiſtian Acbax? 

I anſwer, The nature and the grounds of the love of natural 
per ſons to Gods children muſt be rightly diſtinguiſhed : Gods chil- 
dren themſelves may and ough to love each other, and others 
' alſogacccording to any naturall and civil Relation; yet onely 
Gods children can love Gods children for the grace and ſpirit of 
God, which they ſee and finde in each other. 

Thus as two Candles or Torches they ſpiritually cloſe and 
embrace each other with heavenly affection, being of one 
common heavenly nature. together. Thus Countrey-men meet - But Gods 
ing in ſtrange and torraign nations preſently know each other children can 


their language, & c. | only love 
TR — rejoyce to finde each other in ſtrange places, — — i 
and to know themſelves the ſons of one Father and Mother. tual love, 

Thus Felow-ſouldiers which ſtick cloſe each to other in life 
and death, yea, although routed, diſordered and flying, if poſſible 
they can diſcerne and know each other; 

Object. But did not holy David ( who was a man ſtrong in gods child- 
grace) did not he lay plots for che life of an holy man, noble ren may po. 
and faithfull Vriab ? Did not Aſab that holy King of Judah, ſibly be un- 


kind and cru- 


practice falſe Impriſoning , in committing the man of God to 
priſon, —— 2 his faith fulneſſe in reprov ing him on ch 0- 
from God? | 

I anſwer, This ſhews that both David and Aſab at this time 
were very ſick, and David upon his recovery laments his weaks 
neſſe and wickedneſſe and Blood-guiltineſſe, P ſal. 51. 

Queſt. But may not Geds children have juſt cauſe of exer- 
eiſing ſbarpeneſſe each to others? 

Yea doubtleſſe, for Paul withſtood even Peter himſelfe to Gods people 
to his face, and the Church of Corinth muſt put away and deli - incaſe may 
ver the inceſtuous perſon to the D:vill ; though probably yet be ſhrp each 
deare, and a brother, according to that of Paul to the Tbeſſa- — | 
lonians, yet count him not as an Enemie, butadmoniſh him as a qhuyly re- 
Brother, prov'd by N4- 

In a way of Juſtice, in a way of Phſick, the deareſt friend than; 

on 


One of the 
blackeſt tranſ- 
greſſions in 
the world for 


Thirdly. 
A compaſſio- 
nate heart e · 
ven towards 
enemies is a 
Chriſtan 
heart. 


2 Tim, 2. 26. 


Gods people 
mourn for 
* others, 


(26) 
or Brother may exerciſe much bitterneſe , though with much 
ſweetneſſe of temper , and with much tender melting and be · 
moaning of affetion, 

Thus in caſes have we ſeen mounfull violence uſed, to a 
wife or brother in ſome kind of diftempers and diftrattions, 

But when Gods children ſhall ſo far degenerate , as to purſue 
the life each of other, though it be with deſire to cover a fin , 
and to keep Gods name from being diſhonored ( as in David 
caſe)irisa weakneſe, it is a ſickneſſe, which although it be not 
unto death, yet bringeth itneer unto Deaths door , and made 
David cry out with bitterneſſe of his ſoul, Deliver me from blood- 
guiltineſſe O my God, and my tongue fhall ſing loud of thy rigbte ouſ- 
neſſe. N 

75 chird tryal of ſpiritua!l healtb and ſtrengtb is a compaſio- 
nate ani pitiful!, melting-beart over the afflifted or miſerable, 
yea, although our enemies, or enemies of their owne Salva- 
tion. 

Thus the Lord Jeſus ſighs for the bardneſſe of the heart of 
his Enemies: thus he weeps over Jeruſalem that was to kill 
him, and prayed for his per ſecutors and enemies. 

Thus | A powres forth his Book and Rwers of Lamen- 
tations for peruſalem of old, as Chriſt for the latter. Thus Gods 
people are commanded to weep with them that weep : And 
when any oppoſe themſelves, wee ought in meekneſſe and pati- 
ence to bear it, as knowing their wofull and miſerable Bond- 
age and ſlavery to Sathan : And who knows whether it will 

leaſe God in infinite mercy and compaſſion to deliver them 

y vouchſafing repentance in Chriſt Je ſus, as he hath done 
to us? 

Object. But may not Gods children exceed and ouer · grieve 
for others? 

Yea doubtleſſe, and therefore God chideth Samuel for over- 
grieving for Saul, becauſe God hath rejected him: Gods child- 
ren may as well exceed the bounds of gtiefs as of joy and auger, 
and any kind of Paſſion or affection: but ic is ever ſafer to fall 
on the right hand of too much mercy and compaſſion , then on 


the left of Anger, Wrath and Cruelty. 
Hence David weeps over ſinners with Rivers of Tears, be- 


cauſe they keep not Gods Law. Hence we are commanded to 


bear 


( 35) 

bear the burthen / of others, and ſo falfill Chrifts Low : All fin is 
a burthen, but eſpecially to Gods children, whether they com- 
mit it out of a deceived j , and conſcience, or out of paſ- 
fion, and ſudden ſlight of temp / ation: Their fins therefore (eipe- 
cially if ſuperioxrs,) we muſt cover, and wich ſhame, and ſorrow 
go backward like Shem, and Japbetb, as grievingand unwilling 
to behold their nakedner. | | 

Obj. But we are commanded not to ſuffer ſin upon our Bre 
thren, but reprove them ? 

Ianſwer, then is the tongue a fic inſtrumem to reprove others, 
when it is tuned by a grieved heart, that confiders, and pon · 
ders it (elf, as ſubject to temptation, and fin, as others, except 
mercy make the difference, and deliver from temptation. 


Fourthly, it is a good evidence of ſpirituall bealth, reſpecting 


others, when we endure not fin to lie upon them, or rather 
them to lie in the pit of fin, but endeavour to help them out by 
wiſe, and loving, and ſeaſona ble reproof, and exbortation. 

Hence Job endures not fin in the wife of dis B-23me,but char- 
geth her with folly for her impatient, & impious counſel]: Hence 
David (mites deeply his deareſt Michol, when ſhe mocks at his 
holy zeal for the Lord, and his worſbip. 

Hence Chriſt Jeſw ſharply reproves his faithfull ſervant and 
Apoſtle Peter, and that only for (ſeeming )loving, and aff-&i- 
onate councell; Get thee behind me Satan. 

Again, as true love, and zeal for G. d, (when ſtrong) ſpares 
not the deareſt: ſo neicher doth ic balk, or ſhun the higheſt. Thus 
deal God: Prophets, even with-Kings,and Princes: Thus Samuel 
ſpares not Saul, nor Natben David, Eliab Abab, nor John Bap 
viſt Herod and his Queen, even for thoſe moſt neer, and darling 
fins, which were molt dangerous to touch, and meddle with. 

Qu: How ſtands ſuch bold, and ſharp language, (as ſome of 
the Prophets uſed) with humble Duh, Fear, and Reverence, due 


unto ſuper} uri? 


4thly, 


Impartiall re- 
proving a cha · 


rater of Gods 


people. 


Bold repro- 
vers for fin, 


I anſ{wery as true Section ſtands with plain, and ſharp re · 


f of deareſt, ſo true bumilityin bold dealing on Gods behalf, 
with the moſt ſupream,and higheſt. 
Hence are God: people alſo commanded not only to reprove, 


but to ſeperate in caſe of finall obſtinacy in fin. 
0:3. This courſe may ſeem todeltruy — ſociety, yea na» 
ture, 


(36) 
tare, and civillity out of the world. 
1 anſwer, it is true that Godlines, and Chriftian affedtion 3 and 
en licie Le for God deſtroys corrupt nature, and bumanity, but other- 
| '© wiſc Gedlines ſar &iſieth, and directech aur, and civillity, in 


1 beauti- 


the fear of God. | F 
5thly. Fiſthly, ic argues ſtrength of piritnu/! life, and grace, when a 
Soul is able to withſtand, re ſiſt, and repell ſuch fins, unt owhich 
the oyportunity of temptation ſollicites, and invites us. 
Foſephand Da. Hence holy Joſeph, and David, are propounded to us for hea» 
vid admirable venly examples of power, and firength of grace, in reſiſting thoſe 
for refiſting of moſt, two plauſible temptations (to which the wicked nature of 
remprations. * £7, 4 1 luft W, 
man is ſo prone, and ) the one o to Women, when 
ſtrongly and often ſolicited by his wanton Miltris : the other 
of revenge toward man, when his blody perſceutor Saul, ſeemed 
by God himſelf to be delivered, and brougbt into his hand. 
0% Pur David himſelf was conquer'd by wncleanner, and A- 
ſa wreaks hiswrath, upon the very ſervant , and Prophet of the 
moſt High, and yet both David, and Aſa were thought to be 
ſtrong in grace, ard power of Godlines ? 
The fals of lIanſwer, Gods champions are ſometimes ſtrong, and ſometimes 
Gods children weak, ſtrong ia ſome things, weak in others, and (as che 
2 to what ſtrongelt bodies) ſubj:& to ſpirituall colds, and falls, and hurt, 
| which are moſt graciouſly recorded tor our comfort in our falls, 
as well as the holy vieries of the Saints, to make us mul, 
- couragiums. : : : 2. 
* ixcly, in matters concerning others, it is a good argument 
— oY offlrength,of grace w hen we can pat iently, and thankfully bear 
proof à good | a'Reprovf, and Admonition, when wecan eſteem a Reproof for 
argument of our evill zyords, or ways, not as a blow or freak on the —— 
Jede of Chriſt 1 ſweet, and precious Ointment powred on us. 
: Hence the admirable patience,and meeknes of Hama, when E- 
II zealcwfly, but —— reproved her for Drunkennes. Hence 


when Chriſt Jeſus moſt ſharply reproved Peter, and afterward 
Paul dealt ſeverely with him about diflembling in the matter 
of C:mmunion; We hear not of the leaſt impatient, or bitter word 
to either yea when he was unjuſtly chart d, and that by Saints 
(Ac 11.) be patiently bears it, and returns a ſoft, and gentle 
avſver, which turned their murmuripg accuſations into joyſull 


ſatii faction, and thenſgiving. Al 


(37) 
Bat now the ſcorner, yea the godly being (weak roved Gods people 
burſt out in —— 7 2 7 ap roger may poſſibly | 
Herod, Fobn the Boptift, but Aſa alſoclaps up faſt che reproving be — * 
Prophet, and the beit of Gods children are ſubject to ſuch ſad © © 
n when eicher a miſtake of Judgment, or a pang of paſſion 
finfully hinders the recei and work; eg of the Repro i of the Al. 
mighty, which are wholſome hea venly potions intended by him 
the Fat her of mercics, for our good, who ever be the cup, the 
vial, or inſtrument. 
Obj. Many Phil ſopbers by natwall wiſdome, and many civil, 
and morall men, out of the principles of civillity,and morality, and — ws 
ſometimes for tome private ends, will bear a Reproof wich pa — 1 © far 
tience: And hence that of Solomon, rebuke a wiſe man, and he as ſpitituall. 
will love thee: whence it may ſeem that men by ſtrengch of 
wiſdime may receive in loue, and profit, by a Reprebenſion. 
I anſwer, Gods children (as well as naturall men) may alſo 
act from Rates of Reaſon, and naturall wiſedom, but wichall 
they act from an higher ground, and principle, that is they hear 
they ſee Gd wiſe, and boly permitting hand in the fouleſt mouth 
So Davidacknowledgeth Godin Shins railing, and Hezekiab 
in Rubſbeka his provecations, and blaſphemiezs. 
2dly. Gods children by repro i, by flanders, and reproacher, are ge 
ſent to God: So David as a tigure of Chriſt Fefis, and ſo Moſes al- end Gods 
ſo, when the people in their murmurings, reproached him, as 1 unto 
the canſe or occaſion of their miſerier, he tuns to God, and praies God. 
even for thoſe wnwertby, and wthankfull men. 
Laſtly, with reference to our walking with others, it is an 
argument of great ſtrength of grace, when the glory ct the Lord 
and the ſalvation of God: people is ſo great, and ſo dear in our 
eyes, that we can wiſh(gpon ſapp ſitiom of them two) that we 
not onely looſe our temporal, but our eternall flate and welfare: 
H-nce thoſe t . famous and wonderfull peeches of thoſe two glo- 
rious ftars Moſer and Paul: Blot me out of thy book ſaith Adoſer: 
And! anc wiſh to be accurſed from Chrif?, ſaich Paul, for I. 
raels(a E. 0 
Ob. But can ſuch a wiſþ be lawfull though for the gain and 
glory of Chriſt. ſince to be accurſed from Cbriſt cannot be u ich- 
aut fin againſt Chriſt | 
I anſwer: I will not diſpute hes accurſedneſi or Na 
2 rom 


(28) 


from Chriſt, that is, ſome ſaying that Paul wiſhed onely a tem- 
porall, and ſome an eternal ſeparation from Chriſt : ſome a ſepa- 
ration from joy and delight in the preſence of Chriſt, but not from 
the puritie and holineſs of Chriſt: But I ſay,doubtleſs ſo neer as 
any ſoul approacheth to theſe heavenly copies of Moſes and 
Paul, ſo neer comes he to the greateſt ſtrength, and health, and 
beautie of a Chriſtian life. 
Ob. But can any man now attain to ſach a ſtrength of grace 
as this, ſo to wiſh ? 
Different ma- lanſwer : at it is in natzre ſo in grace, there are children and 
nifeſtations of young men (or ſtrong men, ) and there are old and aged men in 
Chriſt Jeſus in C xriſt: Again; as it is in naive, ſo in grace; there are differences 
his people. f child en, and differences of young and aged men in Chrift : eve- 
ry Iſraelite had not the ſtlrengih of Samſon : nor every of Davide 
Souldiers the ſtrength and valour of Davids worthies : yet ſo neer 
to theſe heavenly copies as we approach, the ſtronger we are In 
the grace oſ God in Chriſt: And doubtleſs it cannot be but it is 
in the defire of every true childe of God, not onely to enjoy a 
prettie moderate bealth of ſpiritual life, but to be as in 
faith as Abraham, in meekneſs as Moſes, in patience at Job, In af. 
f.Bion to God as David, and as zealow for the Lord and his glory, 
as were this bleſſed pair of zealows ſervants of the moſt high, 
Paul and Moſer. 


Some means  F Am now come (dear Love) to the third and laſt Head pro- 
"which > co poſed,which is ſome few means of recovering and preſerving of 
—82 Chriſtian bealth and cheerfulneſs, and the preventing of = 
all fickneſſes and diſeaſes : In this I ſhall defire to be brief, left b 
too long à diſcourſe I diſcourage thy reading. and hinder thy uſe 
be 
.Exami- irſt then, holy confideration of our eftate, a deep and fre- 
re Beg quent examination of our ſpirituel condition is an excellent 
means of ſpi · means of Chriſtian bealth and temper: Thus teacheth us the 
, cual! Preſer- holy Spirit of God by Jeremie, Lam: 2. Let u ſearch and try our 
vation. 
rays, and turn unto the Lord. 
This ſearching and exawining of our ways in God? preſence 
is (as it were) a — up of our accounts between God and our 
ſouls, wherein we _ verifie that true ſaying , That often 


| kes God owl; true . 
reckoning ma our / friends uy 


(49) 

This dinie is hard, and therefore we muſt often crie tc God 
with David, Pſal. 139. Search me O Goa, and try my Heart, and 
ſee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me iu the way 
everlaſting. 

- This holy practice ought to be frequent, but then eſpecially Affliction the 
when the hand, and Rods of the are upon us: For then (as ſeaſon of Exa- 
Ivb ſaith) God ſoftneth our Hearts, and we are moſt like then to ton. 
be as the ground mollified upon a Thaw, fir to be broken up, or 
like the Ground moiſtned with ſtorms,and ſbowers from H- a ven, 
then in ſome hopefull turn for the Lords moſt gracious ſeed, 
and heavenly planting. 

Secondly. maintain an earneſt longing, and endeavour to 2dly. * 
enjoy Chriſt I ſus, who is our ſoulr lite in every holy Ordinance, Chriſt Jeſus 
which he hath appoinced. If it be OE (wich true ſatisfaf3;. his appoint- 


. - ments un- 
on to our conſciences, and doubts in 


ho 


Jodi prelence) let us never doubted 

reſt from being planted into the holy ſociety of Gods children, means of Chri- 

gathered into the order of Chriſt Jeſas, according to his moſt ſtian health & 

holy wh yl — — — — health, hearfulneft 
h, And uxiſbing, are promiſed tothe Trees planted in + 

2 houte: And that che holy Ordinances irothe Ln 

finn and ſoul meali, and Breaſts which he hath graciouſly ap · 

pointed for his chi/gren, of all forts, and ages. 

Eſpecially be much in holy prayer , and faffing before the per wich 
Lord: this is an Ordinance of which neither Popenor Devill could Faſtin a moſt 
ever deprive a child of God: If it be poſſible practice this duty Chriſtian and 
with others, however before the Lord in ſecret : remembiing mighty ordi- 
how frequent the children of God in holy ſcriptwre were in this 
duty. Daniel is an heavenly pattern: and ſo is David, who wept 
and chaſtiſed his ſoul with fafting alt hough he was reproach · 
ed for it, Pſal. 69. ' 

Our holy Bridegroom the Lord Ieſus, tels us that the Bride» 
groom hall be taken away, and then his ſervants faſt: as if he 
had expreſly named the times of the Antichriſtian bondage, 
wherein the followers of Ieſus, like the bleſſed Nomen · ( Jobn the 
20.) weeping, cry out, they have taken away my Lord, and 1 
know not where they bavelaid him. 

This holy Ordinance is of ſuch admirable nſc among the 
Saint, that even in the firſt, and pureſt times of Chriſti nity, we 
read of Chriſtan yoakfellowr, conſenting to a ſeperation from 5 ch 
Other, 


(40) 
other, fora time that they may give themſelves to prayer, and 
faſting, 1. Cre. 
O But ſome ſay fafting as it ſeems to be more proper to 
the 2 Teſtan ent, ſo ſeems it not ſouſefull in the New Covenant, 
when moi e ſpiritnall vorſhip, and firituall)oys ſeem more ſui · 
table, and ſeafonable. 
I anſwer, all the former Scripexres declare it to be an Ordi- 
—— wance of the New Tftament, as well as a prayer it ſelf: And for 
and fo — er the iſe of it it is moſt admirable for the ſeperating, and alſtradling 
of the mind, and ſpirit, from earthly occaſims, and comforts, tor 
the devoting of the ſoul to hea ven!y confideration,and examinati- 
on of our yes, for the pouring forth ot prayers, and cries to 
God ia the many great, and mighty ſtraights which G ds people 
paſſe through in this vale of rears, and Lamentation. And indeed 
it is (as I may (ay) che t king of a ſon! ſweat , or ſoul purge for 
the avoiding and cleanſing out ouc ſpirituall Humus, and 
corruptions. 


3dly- Thirdly, as ever we would preſerve our ſpiritual health, let us 


king of cold. it is inthe ai mans, a coldit ſelf is a great diftemper , and 
the ground and Legiuning of others, when the warm ſtreams of 
blood, and ſpirits are ſtopt up, and obſtructed: So is it (and much 


againſt the Gdi children a8 travailers on the Land, as Paſſengers in a 
ſurfciting up- ſbip, muſt uſe this world, and all co uforts of it, wich dead, and 
on wo ldly weaned, and mor! fi d aff«Gions, at if they uſed them not: If Ri. 
comforts. chei il Child en, it Cattely if Friends it v hatſce ver increaſe, let us 

watch 
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watch that the Heart fly not looſe upon them: But as we uſe 
ſalt with raw, and tre(h meats, let us uſe no worldly comfort 
wichour a ſavoury Remembrance, that theſe world!y Goods 
and comforts are the common portion of the men of this peri(h- 
ing wo ld, who muſt periſh together with them. Let us muſe 
upon their inſufficiency to content, and fill our Hearts, upon their 
uncertain coming, and going with Eagles wings: upon their 
anxiety, and perplexedaes full of Thorns, & vexation: upon their 
certainty of departing, how ſoon we know not. O lei us there» 
for beg grace from Heaven, that we may uſe earthly comforts as 
a ſtool or ladder to help u3 upward to heavenly comforts , profits, 
penn. which are only vue, and /afting, even eternallin God 
imſelf, when theſe Heavens, and earth are gone. 

Fifthly,to maintain ſpiritual healih and ebea / fuln eſt is of no 5 
ſmall uſe (as Paul writes to Timothie) ſometimes to help our The Power of 
cold ſtomacks with a little wine or ſtrong drink of the hope of the meditating 
Joyes io come: Lay hold (ſaith Paul to Timotbie ) of eternal life: the joyes that 
and as the Souldier meditates upon the glory of his vifories: ve to come. 
The fick paſſenger at Sex upon his /weet refreſbings on ſhore: the 
Traveller upon his journeys end and comforts at his home : che La- 
bourer and the Hireling on his wages,the Hwsbandman on his har- 
veſt: the Merchant on his gain: the woman in travail, on her fruit: 
ſo let us ſometimes warm and revive our cold bearts and faint» 
ing firi:s, wich the aſſured hope of thoſe vifories, thoſe crowns, 
thoſe harveſts, thole refreſbings and frxits, which never exe hath 
ſeen, nor ear hath heard, nor never entred into mans heart the 
things which God bath prepared for them that love him : Of 
which however it pleaſeth God to give his ſervants a taſte in 
this life, yet the harveſt, and the uimage are tocome,when they 
that ſuffer with Chriſt Feſi« (hall reign with him, and they that 5thly. 
have ſown in tears ſhall reap the never ending barveſt of incon- gitter and ua- 
ceiveable joyes. toothſome 

Sixthly, as ic is in the reſtoring of the body to he alib, or in the ps pre} 
preſerving of it in an healthfull condition: it is often neceflarie dr & 4 blclled 
to uſe the help of ſharp and birterthings, bitter pili bitter potionr, ue to Gods 
bitter medicines, ſweatings, purgings, vomitings , blood-lattings, Kc. people. 

So is it with our ſonli, and firizs, and prefervation of the W 
bealth and chearfulneſi of the (piricuall and the inner man. bitter alficti. 

The ſbarp and bitter things which ic pleaſeth Gd to make = ons. 

0 
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of in cheſe caſes are of two ſorts. 
Ficit, ſuch as himſelf is pleaſed to uſe towards us in the 
, wayof his fatherly offiS8ions of all forts: on our ſiriti, our bodies 
our yoak fellows, children, ſervants, cattel, goods, & c. out of which, 
yea alſo out of the injuriow , and ſlanderous, and perſecuting 
dealing of others, yea and out of our own ſins and failings his 
molt holy and infinite wiſd m, fercheth all ſorts of cleanſing 
and pwrging, yea and ſometimes, cordial and healing phyſick. 

The ſecond ſort of ſharp and birter means are ſuch, as we 
voluntarily uſe and apply our ſelves unto our ſelves, for the ſlay» 
ing and the purging out of the filthy bumenrs and corruptions of 
pride, ſecuritie uncleanneſs, ſelf-love, covetouſneſt, and what ever 
elſe remains behinde of the body of death in us. 

The Scripture Ic is true that the word of God, and al! his holy Ordinances, 
me ne = y they are E res And a, feeding, — , 1705 alſo -o a 
houſe of fo ing, and elean ature, of a preſerving, and a reſtorin . 
phyſick. — therefore — of theſe, — malt take dees for all 
our pirituall Remedies, againſt thoſe ſoul diſtempers , unto which 
our Pirituall. and inuer men are ſubj &. 
t. Firſt, then it is an wholfome though bitter pill, often to call to 
mind our many, our great, our knownzour unknown tranſgreffions 
againſt the Lord as a Creatour, againſt the Lord az a Father, a» 
gainſt the Lord as a Redeemer, againſt Chriſt Jeſs, againſt his 
holy Spirit, againſt his Ordinances, againſt his Saints, againſt 
ont. nor ee our ſelver,&c. Yea the ſins and ſeverall corruption; of our Natures, 
ſins bitter, yer calings, and conditions, to which we yet are ſubject, and lye o- 
an wholſome pe n, and without 5 of Grace, and ſtrength from Heaven, we 
pill. ſhall fall, and tumble into, as well as the ſtrongeſt of Gods ſer- 
vantr, of whoſe wofull fall we read of in holy Scripture, 

OLj. Ic is a part of the Lords New Covenant , that he 
will forgive our fims, and remember eur iniquities no 
more. 

Gods children I anſwer, unto all the promiſes of all ſorts, (Exek. 36.) it 

bound to beg pleaſeth the Lord to adde this Goſpel Proviſo; For all this I 

for pardon of uill be ought unto ſalth the Lord, according to that moſt ho- 

ly direction, of the Lord Feſws, to pray daily, not only for daily 
Bread, but alſo for daily forgivenes. 

Obj. The Lord hath forgiven them already in Chrift, 
what need to pray for forgiveneſſe of them again. 
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I anſwer , We muſt marke the Lords Ordinance, for all this 


I will de ſought unto ; Prayer and other ſpirituall Ordinan- 


ces hath the Lo oppo for our ſouls good, as well as cor- 
porall meanes for our bodil l comfort. | 

Hence the many examples of the ſervants of God thoughout 
the whole Scripture, both before Feſus Chriſt and fince, David, 
Peter, Mary Magdalen, e logo into heavenly ſhowres 
of godly teares. Hence the Paſchall Lambe (the figure of Chriſt 
Jef Yona inted by the Lord to be eaten with bitter berbs, 
implying and teaching that Feſws Chriſt himſelfe, his blood, 
pardon of fin, Life and Salvation, and all the ſpirituall and eter- 
nal! ſweets that here below we finde in Chriſt Feſws, they have 
not their native and proper relliſh without the helpe of ſuch 

and bitter bearbs. | 

hat though the rfore in Gods councel before the world was, 
all his works of creation and redemption, vocation, juſtification, 
fication are knowne to him and ated by him? | ſay, in 
the moſt inconceiveable deep councels of his will, according 
to which he worketh all things, Epbeſc1. 11 ? yet were it pre- 
ſumptuous madneſſe in us, and a tempting of the jealons eyes of 
the moſt High, to negle& the wayes, and meanes, and-paths of 
mercy for Soul or Body, which his moſt holy Wiſedome out of 

infinite Grace and grodneſe hath appointed to us ? 

A ſecond (harp and bitter pi to purge out ſpiritual corrup- 
tion, is a due and ſerious pondering of the nature, of the juſtice 
of the moſt High ; notwithſtanding all the infinite ſweerneſe 
of th Ocean of his mercy, and notwithſtanding all th: colours 
and pretences which we poor finners invent to our ſelves, 
to hide from our eyes, the greatneſſe and dreadfulneſſe and tei- 
rours of ir, 

Well therefore might Job lay : therefore am I troubled at 
his preſence, and when I coniider I am afraid of him; and Da- 
vid, Pſal.1 19. My Fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and l am a- 
fraid of thy judgements. 

Objef. But Jobn ſaith, perfect love caſteth out fear. 

IT anſwer, The true love of God, never caſteth out the true 
feare of God, but only that which is falſe and counter feit, that 
which is the fear of a Beaſt of ſaves and Devils. 

Hence it is that the Spirit of the fear ot the Lord was poured 
upon the Lord Je ſus himfelf, G This 


Godly ſorrow 
not inconſi- 
ſtent but 
ſubſervient to 
ſpirituall joy. 


Gods coun- 
cels abſolue 
not us from 
meanes & en- 
deavours. 


The due con- 
ſideration of 
Gods uſtice 
is an heavenly 
hoygh bitter 
pill. 


The dread- 
full rejection 
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This feare is an hal ame or reverence proper.toa true and 
heaven Tang e God, '6yen | 3 it iſ to 
Chriſt Jeſus, the elder Brother (in 1005 of a the cen of 
God. To cheriſ which holy fear of God, Jet us caft our cyes 
upon the fiery flaſhes of his ſevere 1625 17 gm unto us in 
a three-fold time, the time poſt, preſent al d to come. | 

For the time paſt, how dreadfull is tha be ig of the rer 
jection and ejecliam of {9,many glorious Heaven its c 
Angels, tumbled downe for their fin of Pride, from the hei 


of the Angels of Heaven, and their gloriqus attendance upon God, to the 


The dread- 

full ſentence 

upon all man- 
ind, 


depth of Hell in horrible ſagery ta everlaſtint ſyines and tor · 

ments. 1 #6) . 

How dre that dolefyll Sentence upon the whole 

race of mankinde, the Sin of — firſt raot, our ficſt Patents i 

Paradice * How D Plagues and Peſtrucliout up- 
Qt, 


on * and the land of Xgypt., for their oppreſſing Gods 
people ? | 
And (before that) how fearfull and horrible was that de- 


The deſtru- ſtruftion and burning up of Sodom, and Gomorrah and other Ci- 


ion of Egypt 
and Sodom, 8c 
the whole 
world. 


Fearfull 
ſtroaks of 
Gods juſtice 
upon Iſrael. 


Upon the 
Jews and Je- 
alem. 


Upon the Son 
of his love 
the Lord Jeſus. 


ties with fire and brimſtane from Heaven? | 

And (before hoch theſe). how wonderfully n age u- 
nĩverſall was, the deſtruction of the whole world, in that dak - 
ing, and All- ob rewhelming flood or deluge. 

How fearfull were the ſtroaks of Gods diſpleaſure upon his 
owne people of 1/rael, in their many Deſtrutipns and Captipir 
ties ? How fearfull the rejection of the ten Tribes wholly twal- 
lowed up and loſt for ſo many ages and generations ? | 

How lamentable were the deſtrudions (and eſpeciall that by 
Titus and Veſpaſion) of the holy City, that glorious Feruſa- 
lem, in the {laughter and captivity of 1100000 thouſand 
ewe men, women and. children ? 

How fearfull was the rejection of that whole Nation of the 
Fewes, ever ſince but a curſe and a ſcorne to all the reſt of the 
Nations of the world to this day ? 

And (above all) who can but tremble at the impartiall flames 
of Gods juſtice on that green and innocent tree, his owne , and 
only begegotten ſon Chriſt Feſus , when he ſtood ſurety in the 
room of ſinners to make ſatis faction for their tranſgreſſions ? 


Object. Grant Gods juſtice and fierce wrath to be ſo hot, ſo 
fiery 
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fiery and fearfull towards his enemies, yet, what need his chil- 
cen fer his Juſtice, fince that ic is ſatisfied and his wrath ap- 
ry « "dg his people, by the /ufferings and blood- ſbed of 

riſt Jeſu. 
I anſwer, It is lo eyident , that although Chriſt Feſu his 
blood, hath 3 che fire of Gods eternal wrath toward The heavy & | 
ſwertned the bitter Cup of all preſent Judge- dolefull © | 


Todd © , . . is ſtroaks of | 
ments and affitions: yet for his Name and Fuſtice ſake in this Gods righre. || 


his diſpl N e ment muſt begin at the houſe of God. — _ 


ull blow of Gods righteous band upon our people in this 
firſt Parent: Adam and Eve, caſt out of Paradice with their poſte- world. 


Moſes, upon Aaren upon Sampſon, upon Eli, upon David, up- 
J lb, &c. \ 

Object. But ſome may ſay, God ſees no fin in Jacob, &c. 

I anſwer, Their calamities are Judgements, that is righte- 
ous ſentences of the moſt high, Judgement, though not eter- 
nall Judgements : theſe vindicate Gods name and Juſtice be- 
fore an unt ighteous world, and beare him witneſſe of his im- 

tiality , even toward his owne children; theſe humble and — 

ring his people to repentance and confeſſion, and quicken ſore affiictions 
their pace, and their hearts, to watch againſt future ſins and vpon his pev- 
provocation. ple. 

Hence ſaith the Spirit of Ged expreſly, 1 Cor. 11. For this 
cauſe (that is for his childrens abuſe the Lords Supper) many 
are weak and ſick, and ſome are falne qeep; God chaſtiſech 
his own people, true chriſtian Churches, for the abuſe of his 
holy Ordiuauces and appointments. 

In the ſecond place, let us caſt our eyes abroad and behold | 
the direfull ſigns and tokens, of Gods ſevere Juſtice executed at gy, juſtice 
this preſent in the world. How lamentably doe we ſce before viſibly ſeen ij 
our eyes the daily and continued effects of that firſt wrath up- the preſent 
on mankind, in ſo many ſorrows of all ſorts for the firſt tranſ- — | 

reſſion. , | 
4 Let us conſider of the great conſtant reproach and miſery [i 
over all the Nations of the World , by reaſon of Gods righteous i 
G 2 Sentence | | 


[3 
| | 
: 
: 
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Sentence in the divifion of ſo many Tongues and es, 
O come and ſee (aich David) what Deſolations ( P 46.) 
the Lord hath wrought in the Earth ? How many bundred thou- 
ſands of men, women and children have of late years been ſwept 
away in the world, by wars, famines and peſtilencies ? 

And ſince we are commanded to weep wich them that weep 
O that our beads were fountains, and our eyes rivers of waters, 
that wee might weep with Germany, weep with Ireland, yea, 

weep day and night wich England and Scotland (to ſpeake no- 
thing of other remote Nations) in laying againe and again to 
heart the ſtroakes of Gods moſt righreous judgements, in their 
moſt fearfull ſlaughters and deſolatrong, 

The effects and marks of theſe moſt dreadfull blowes, every 
eye is forced to ſee but yet there are ſome ſtroakes, more fear « 
full and yet not eaſily perceived; ſuch are the righteous 
judgements of God, giving up the Nations of the worldto ſo ma- 
ny horrible and blaſphemous worſbips, idelatries and ſuperſti- 
tions. To ſpeak nothing of whole Nations and Kingdomes,that 
know not at all the true and living God, how cold and bard 
is that ſtune that lyes upon the mouth of that wonderfull grave 
of unbeliefe, wherein the Nation of (Gods choice and love) the 
Fewes lye buried ond o'rewhelmed to this day? 

Who can but wonder and tremble at ſo many hundreth thou- 
ſand and millions of men given up for ſo, long a time (in ſo 
many and ſo mighty flouriſhing Nations of the world) I ſay 
given up to thoſe two monſtrouſly bewitching Worſhips of 
Mabumati ſme and Antichriſtianiſme , the dire effects of Geds 
moſt righteous judgements upon the Eafterne and Veſterne 
profeſſors of the knowledge of God in Gbriſt Fe [us? 

Adde to theſe that moſt fearfull and deplorable captivity of 
the very ſoules and conſciences of Gods one people (tor ſo ma - 
ny hundted years) under falſe and ſuperſtitious Worſhips. A 
righteous judgement, though not ſo eaſily diſcerned, yet in it 
ſelſe moſt dreadful}, and exceeding all the temporall calami- 
tics in the world. 

But (thirdly )from theſe two times of paſt and preſent, let 
us caſt our eyes on the third which is yet to come, as ſure and 
wonder full, will ſhortly be theſe two moſt wonderfull and 
dreadfull downfals: of those two ſo mighty Monarchies (fo 

great. 
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reat enemies to Chriſt Jeſw ) the Turkiſh and the Popiſb: ac- 
Cog to the At A ofthe 4 — How f rtull 
the effuſion of the Fiols, in part fulfilled, and yet to be powred 
forth in their ſeaſon? And not a little wonderfull is that 
mighty deſtruclion of the Nations Gop and Mapog gathered as the 
ſand of the Sea againſt the camp of the ſaints ot the holy City. 

And (co cometo the full period and finall ſentence of the 
moſt righteous Judge of the whole World) with what horrours 
and terrours ſhall cheſe Heavens and Eartb paſſe away; this 
Earth with che works thereof being conſumed and burnt up ? 
How inconceiveably direfull will the laſt eternal! judgement 
be, when two worlds of men(the former deſtroyed by water, 
and this by fire) ſhall appeare, before the moſtglorious Tribu- 
nall of the Son of God? When all the moſt ſecret ſins ſhall be 
brought to tryal, and an account ſhall be given for every idle 
ward? 

O who can conceive the terrours of that thundering ſentence 
[Goe yee curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared forthe Devil and his 
Angels, where the worm never dyes, and the fire never goes out. | 

Obje#. But ſome may ſay, Can theſe ſayings be any other 
then a Parableor ſimilitude? for is the Devill capable of any 
material fire ? ſuch as now is grievous and painfull to fleſþ 
and blood ? 

J anſwer, Grant theſe ſayings Parabolical or ſimilitudes , 28 
alſo that of Dives and Lazarus : yet what are Parables and ſi- 
militudes but Glaſſes to repreſent unto us in more plain and ea- 
{ie wayes the holy truth and mind of God ? 

The Kernel of truth is not the leſſe ſweet though wrapt up 
in the ſbels and bucks 3 Beyond all queſtion therefore Chriſt 
Pee foretels moſt ſure and inconceiveable plagues to all that 


The dreadfull 
and eternall | 
judgement 
yet to come, 


The Parables 

of holy Scrip- 
ture are ſul of 
heavenly ker- 
nels of T;uth. 


The worme 


that never 


now not God, and obey not his glorious Goſpel: And by this dyes, and the 
Worme that never dyes, and this fire that never goes out, des fire that ne- 


clares a torment to be inflited upon both men and devils which 
ſhall be extream ike fre which ſhall be univerſall upon the 
whole ſinſull creature, no part exempted, which be alſo 
eternall, never dying, never ending, yet we may adore Gods 
righteous judpements and ( working out Salvation with fear 
and trembling } make ſure of a Feſus a Saviour to deliver us 


from the wrath that is to come. 
In 


vet goes out. 


-by the ſteps 


The medita- 
tion of Death 
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In the next place (my deare Love) let us downe together 


of holy meditation intp the valley of the ſhadow of 
Death. [tis of excellent uſe to walke often into Golpotha, and 


to view the rotten skuls of fo many innumerable thouſands of 


millions of millions of men and women, like our ſelves, gone, 


gone for ever from this life and being ( as if they never had 
life nor being) as the ſwift Ships, as the Veuvers ſbujtle, as an 
arrow, as the fighting through the aire, &c. | 
It is not unprofitable to remember the faces of ſuch whom 
we knew, with whom we had ſweet acquaintance, ſweet ſo- 
ciety, with whom we have familiarly eaten and lodged, but 
now- growne leath ſome, ugly, terrible, even to their deareſt, 


tince they fel] into the jawes of death, the King of terrors. 


3 Terrible 
uncertainties. 


Meditations 
of dearh pow- 
erfull as to 
many hea- 
venly purp9o- 
ſes. 


And yet they are but gone before us, in the path all feſh muſt 
tread : How Sa ſhould we make ſure, hy! wr bord ug much 
of a Saviour, who delivers us from the power, and. bitteriteſſe 
of Death, and Grave, and Hell, who is a re ſurrection and 5 
unto us, and will raiſe up and make our bodies glorious, li 
his glorious Body, when be ſhall ſhortly appear in glory. 

Ic is further of great and ſweet uſe againſt the bitterneſſe of 
Death, and againſt the bitter- ſweet deluſions of this world daily 
tothinkeeach day our laſt, the day of our laſt farewel, the 
day of the ſplitting of this veſſell, the breaking of this buble, 
the quenching of this Candle, and of our paſſage into the land 
of Darkneſſe, never more to behold a ſpake of light untill the 
Heavens beno more. 

Thoſe three uncertaintics of that moſt certain blow, to wit, 
of the Time when, the Place where, the Manner how it ſhall 
come upon us, and daſh our Earthen Pitcher all to pieces, I ſay 
the conſideration of theſe three, ſhould be a threefold cord to 
bind us faſt to an holy watchfulneſſ for our departures, and a 
ſpur to quicken us to aboundant faithfulneſſe in doing and ſuf- 
ering for the Lordand his Chrift, it ſhould draw up our minds 
unto heavenly objects, and looſen us from the vexing vanities of 
this vaine puſfe of this preſent ſinfull life. 

Oh how weaned, how ſober, how temperate, how morti- 
fied (hould our ſpirits, our affedlions, our deſires be, when we 
remember that we are but ſtrangers, converſe with ſtrange com- 
panies, dwel inſtrange houſes, lodge in ſtrange beds and know 


nort 
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not whether this day, this night ſhall be our finall change of 
this ſtrangeplace for one far ſtranger, darke and doletull , ex- 
cept enlig ped by fo Deab and Life of che San of God. 
aw cantented ſhould, we be with any Pittance , any Al- 
lewance af Bread, of Claaths, of Friendſbip,of Re ſpeci, &c ? 

How chankultuoro God unromen.houd art. 

er dhe for theſealt qm os drop, r 74g, youchlal'd ungo us, 
when we remeraber we are but firangers im ani In, but paſſen- 
gers in a Ship, and though we dreame gf long Summer dayes, 
yet our very life and being is but a ſwift ſhorc paſſaye from 
the bank of time to the other fide or Banck of a dolefull or 
joyfull eternity? 
How patient ſhould our minds and bodies be under the croſing, 
diſappointing hand of our all-powertnll Maker, of our moſt 
gracious Father, when we remember that this is the ſhort 
ſpan-of our purging and fitting for arr eternall Glory, and hat 
when we are judged we are chaſtned of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the world ? 

How quietly (without the e of revenge and wrath ) 
ſhould we bear the daily injurits, Aab, per ſecutings , &c. 
from the hands of men, who paſſe away and wither ( ic may 
be before night) like graſſe, or as the ſmoake on the chimnies 
top, and their love and hatred (hall quickly periſh ? 

_ Yea, how buſie, how diligent , how. . ſolicitous- ſhould we be 
(like ſtrangers upon a ſtrange Coaſt ) waiting for a winde or 
paſſage) to get diſpatched what we have to doe before wee hear 
that finall call, Away, Away, let us be gone from hence, 


C. 

How ſhould weply to get aboard that which will paſſe, and 
turne to bleſſed account in our own countrey ? 

How ſhould we over-look and deſpiſe this worlds traſb 
which (as the holy woman going to be burnt for Chriſt ſaid of 
money) will not paſſe in Heaven? 

How zealous for the true God, the true Chriſt, his praiſe, his 
truth, his worſbip, how faithfull in an humble witneſſe againſt 
the lyes and cozening deluſions of the Father of Hes, though 
guilded oꝰ ce with truth, and that by the hands of che highe! 


or holyeſt upon the Earth? 
How, 


(50) | 

How frequent, how conſtant (like Chrift Feſw our Foun- 

2 ce e cpa] tothe Souls) of all 
ly tothe Faith, yea even to our ne- 

mare ny when we remember that this is our feed * of 
whick every minute is precious, and _ - ant ys 
be our eternall Harveſt : for ſo 5 ade to — 
Galatbiens : He that foweth to the er 
tion or rottenneſſe, and be that — Lou to t , Pall of 
Spirit reap life everlaſting, | 


FINIS. 


